

Bora says bye bye to Beijing. Photo by Wei Tong 

Team China Coach Bids Fond Farewell 


By Chen Ying 

B ora has left the building. Dozens of journalists 
surrounded the VIP waiting room at Beijing 
Capital International Airport Sunday noon. 
Bora Milutinovic, former head coach of China’s nation- 
al football team, left Beijing for his Mexican home. 

Resigning after China’s debacle in the World Cup fi- 
nals, Milutinovic says he needs to rest now. 

“I will go back to Mexico City to spend some time 
with my family,” said the man affectionately known to 
Chinese as “Milu”, “then I will ponder my future.” 
Having led Mexico, Costa Rica, USA and Nigeria to 
the second round of the last four World Cups, Miluti- 
novic committed two and half years to assisting China 
to make its World Cup debut this summer. With star 
players Sun Jihai and Fan Zhiyi injured early in the 
tournament, China lost all three group matches and 
scored no goals. It was not a perfect ending for Miluti- 
novic. 

“Generally speaking, I enjoyed myself very much in 
China. But after the World Cup, I was in a rather bad 
mood,” he said. 


In the World Cup assessment of the China Football 
Association, the Serb’s achievements are 60 percent 
successful, 40 percent failure. His “happy football idea” 
altered players’ psychology. China played very well in 
the qualifying games last year, it concluded. 

Yan Shiduo, vice president of Chinese Football As- 
sociation, praised Milutinovic for his contribution to 
Chinese football. 

“Mr. Milutinovic completed the main job we asked 
him to do and steered China into the World Cup finals 
for the first time,” he said. “We’ll never forget what he 
did for China’s football.” 

Before his departure, Milutinovic had to pay more than 
3 million yuan in taxes for his salary and TV commercial 
payments. Some media even argued that participating 
in too many commercial activities harmed Milutinovic’s 
work. 

An official of the Chinese Football Association says 
the association will make a stricter contract with Mi- 
lutinovic’s successor. But now the debate moves on as 
to whom can fill the boots of “Milu” — a foreign or a 
domestic coach. Watch this space. 
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Bankers 

Battle 

Students 

Letter sparks discussion 
about flawed loan system 


By Xiao Rong 

he banker has never been so im- 
pressed by a letter from a debtor. 
“Of the more than 300 students 
graduated from Jinan University this year 
who have borrowed money from our bank, 
Tan Lihua is the first to inform us of how to 
contact her,” said Wang Luqi, personal bank- 
ing business manager of Huaiyin Branch of 
Shandong Construction Bank. 

The media were mighty impressed too. Tan’s 
innocuous letter was published in Life Daily of 
Jinan and then China Youth Daily picked it up 
as a front-page story last Thursday. 

For a letter that fascinates the mainland 
media, it is surprisingly dull: 

“Please be assured that I will fulfill my 
duties of paying off the loan. I must confess 
that it’s because of the support of your hon- 
orable bank that I have been able to finish 
my three years’ college study. I’m really great- 
ly grateful and will be hap- 
py to obey the rules of the 
bank,” wrote Tan. 

What makes this head- 
line news is not just that 
Tan is cute or it’s been 
a rather dull news week. 

What makes her letter ex- 
traordinary is the contrast 
between her behavior and 
the bulk of the student 
population. To the banks’ 
frustration, a growing mi- 
nority are defaulting on 
their loans. The default sit- 
uation might create an ed- 
ucation funding crisis. 

Loans to pay off 

“It should be the usual 
thing for university stu- 
dents to keep in contact with banks as stipu- 
lated in the contracts of student loans, but the 
unexpected attention Tan’s story has aroused 
reveals the credit problems that exist,” said 
Wang. 

He said it’s common now for students 
to default on their quarterly interest repay- 
ments. Of the more than 500 Jinan Univer- 
sity graduates in the last two years, 70-80 
didn’t pay back the Huaiyin branch on time. 

The default rate in Beijing has reached al- 
most 10 percent, according to the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China. 

Of the 1,250 graduate students who have 
entered their repayment period since Decem- 
ber 20, 2001, 119 still have not paid off the 
loan — nearly 10 percent. 

The 119, upon graduation, have not in- 
formed the bank of their new address. 

“We began to operate the national student 
loan system in July 2000. Of this year’s over 
50 graduates that borrowed money from our 
bank, almost half of them are in default on in- 
terest repayments. The key problem is that we 
cannot contact them,” said Sun Xiang, of the 
Beijing Commercial Bank Xuezhi branch. 

Of the 426 million yuan in student loans, 
the Agricultural Bank of China has provided 
nationwide since 1999, the payback rate has 
proven less than satisfying. 

“The more student loans a local branch 
provides, the higher the rate of default. This 
is especially true in the poorer regions,” said 
Chen Xi of the personal banking department. 


Dilemma 

“The main problem with the national 
student loans is that the banks are not en- 
thusiastic enough about lending more mon- 
ey to the students,” said a staff member 
from the public relations office of the Minis- 
try of Education. 

Of the 535,000 students who have applied 
for loans, 169,000 succeeded: 37 percent. 

Chen Xi said banks are not welfare in- 
stitutions, but commercial organizations that 
must pursue profit. Providing student loans 
has presented a predicament to most com- 
mercial banks. 

“Compared with other personal banking 
businesses, the loan is not so profitable and 
requires higher management capital. And 
once there is bad debt on the student loan, 
banks must underwrite the losses,” said Yang 
Zhe of the Construction Bank of China. 

“As the national student loan wasn’t 
fully launched until 2000, 
most of the loans have not 
reached their repayment 
phases yet, and so the risk 
of bad debt remains to 
be seen. The potential 
risks, demonstrated by 
students defaulting on 
their interest repayments, 
have gradually begun to 
emerge,” said Liu Feng, 
from the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of Chi- 
na. 

The biggest risk is track- 
ing graduating students, as 
they seek jobs around the 
country, believed Chen. 

“The lack of a credit sys- 
tem in our country is the 
key problem that has brought about the high 
risks of national student loans,” she said. 
System 

“The idea of a national student loan is 
good,” said Tang Min, chief economist of the 
Asian Development Bank, “aimed at alleviat- 
ing the educational burden of the nation and 
making it possible for more people to go to 
universities by cultivating their self-respon- 
sibility and credit awareness. But the whole 
system needs to be improved.” 

He suggested a personal credit system for 
all students receiving loans first be estab- 
lished. Yang Zhe shared Tang’s view of the 
necessity of establishing a national fund. He 
believed universities should take on more re- 
sponsibility for keeping contact with gradu- 
ates and urging them to pay off loans. 

“We have started since this year to put 
the student loan information of a graduate 
into his records to inform future employ- 
ers,” said Wen Shufeng, vice director of the 
Student Management Department of Ren- 
min University. 

In a Renmin University survey of 1,251 
loan-receiving students this year, said Wen, 
most suggested the four-year loan be deferred 
to create more flexible repayment options. 
That would increase on-time repayments, he 
believed. 

“Those who default on loans are only a 
minority of the whole group for various rea- 
sons. I am confident they will fulfill their duty 
sooner or later,” said Tan Lihua. 


‘The lack of a credit 
system in our 
country is the key 
problem that has 
brought about the 
high risks of 
national student 
loans.’ 

— Chen Xi 
Personal banking department, 
Agricultural Bank of China 


By Chen Ying 

W ithout the World Cup, Chi- 
nese media has refocused 
on the investigation into 
match fixing in the Chinese Nation- 
al Football League. 

The Ministry of Public Security 
issued a wanted circular about Sun 
Peiyan, the former administrative of- 
ficial of Chinese Football Association 
last week. 

People can see Sun’s personal infor- 
mation on the ministry’s official website. 
Sun, 37, once worked at the Chinese 
Football Association about two years, in 
charge of referee management. 

Sun disappeared from the admin- 


istration and the media recently. He 
was suspected of involvement in brib- 
ery cases between referees and clubs. 

Xuanwu District Police Bureau in- 
vestigated Sun’s case. But the bureau 
refused to reveal developments. 

Match fixing gained administra- 
tors’ attention because of the results 
of the last games of the national 
second division football league last 
year. In the last four minutes of 
a match between Zhejiang Liicheng 
and Changchun Yatai, Changchun 
scored three goals to secure promo- 
tion over rivals Chengdu Wuniu by a 
goal difference of one goal. 

At the end of last year, Li Shufu, 


chairman of Guangzhou Geely an- 
nounced Geely would quit the league 
because of widespread corruption. At 
the same time, Song Weiping, chairman 
of Zhejiang Liicheng said he had collat- 
ed evidence of club bribery of referees. 

“An official of the association, 
whose surname is Sun, acts as the 
middle man,” said Song. Administra- 
tors then focused on Sun Peiyan. 

Another case concerning Gong Ji- 
anping, the first referee involved in a 
bribery scandal, is still under inves- 
tigation in accordance with Xuanwu 
District People’s Court. 
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“Everyone should be struck 
by illness once in their lives”. 
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Football Authorities Target Official in Bribery Scandal 


Pigs, fish, sheep, birds and sundry 
rural friends. 
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Website wants to buy up family 
practice. 
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Policy Forum 

Olympic Village Up for Rent or Auction after 2008 Games 


By Yu Jingbo/ Shan Jinliang 

T he main venues for the 
2008 Olympics will likely 
become sites for acro- 
batics and circus performances 
as part of the “profit-making 
budget” put forward by the 
Beijing City Planning Commis- 
sion on Monday. 

According to the plan, 
100,000-square-meters of com- 


mercial service facilities will be 
built in the Olympic Green and 
the whole Olympic Village will 
be rented or put up for auction 
after the Games ends, said Shan 
Jixiang, director of the Commis- 
sion. 

Shan came up with this plan 
after inspecting similar venues 
overseas. 

He said in foreign countries, 


sports venues are surrounded 
by commercial facilities, such as 
sports-oriented bars and hotels 
that offer special packages for 
guests to rent rooms that over- 
look athletic facilities to watch 
sports events. 

In another move to finance the 
running of the Games, 800,000 
square-meters of commercial 
buildings will be established 


within the Olympic Green. 

Although the design plan for 
the Olympic Green has yet to be 
set, according to the profit-mak- 
ing budget, the 470,000 square- 
meter Olympic Village will be 
put up for auction or sold, 
said Shan. The 400,000-square- 
meter convention and exhibi- 
tion center planned to be built 
in the Village will be further 


developed by companies after 
the Olympics. 

Experiences from Beijing’s 
hosting of the 11th Asian Games 
in 1990 have been incorporated 
in the construction and commer- 
cial development of the venues, 
as the commercial development 
of some of the venues in the Asian 
Games Village has not gone as 
well as expected. 


Bureau Moves to Plug 
Tax Leaks 

By Lily Li 

Around one third of the for- 
eign companies with offices in 
Beijing were found to have 
employees that evaded per- 
sonal income taxes, announced 
the Beijing Local Taxation 
Bureau on July 26. 

Figures from the bureau 
show that 1,100 of the 3,200 
Beijing agencies of foreign 
companies found discrepan- 
cies in their employees’ income 
tax payments in self-inspec- 
tions conducted before July 15. 
The offices’ employees paid a 
total of 63.5 million yuan in 
income taxes by July 27. 

According to Liu Cheng, a 
senior official of the bureau, 
the employee income tax self- 
inspection campaign among 
foreign enterprises will last 
until late September. 

Digital TV Programs 
on Horizon 

By Zhang Le 

City residents should be 
able to start viewing digital 
TV programs by the end of this 
year, according to an announce- 
ment made by the Beijing 
Radio, Film & TV Group last 
week. Digital TV broadcasting 
has already begun in Shenzhen 
and Shanghai. 

Mr. Wang, technical depart- 
ment director from the group, 
who declined to give his full 
name said, “There are no 
technical problems ahead in dig- 
ital TV program broadcasting.” 
Through set-top boxes, custom- 
ers will be able to receive digital 
signals from current cable net- 
works on any kind of TV set. 

China Central Television 
(CCTV) will launch digital TV 
programs in October. The com- 
pany is constructing a trial 
digital broadcasting framework 
for its channel CCTV- 12, as is 
BTV-8, run by Beijing Televi- 
sion. Industry analysts predict 
that one fourth of all national 
TV stations will send and trans- 
fer digital TV signals by 2005. 

Zhongguancun Targets 
Cheap Offices 
at Start-ups 

By Shan Jinliang 

In an attempt to attract 
small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), the Zhongguancun Sci- 
ence Park Managing Commit- 
tee has made a move to slow 
the growth of office rental fees. 

A nationally celebrated 
innovation center, Zhongguan- 
cun has attracted over 9,000 
enterprises, 80% of which are 
SMEs with 10 to 50 employees. 
The vigorous economic devel- 
opment of the area has pro- 
pelled the rise of real estate 
prices, warding off a number 
of SMEs looking to settle in 
Zhongguancun. 

According to the Commit- 
tee, more than 70,000 square 
meters of economical office 
buildings will be completed by 
next April. The offices, devel- 
oped by Beijing Wanliu Xinxing 
Real Estate Corp., will be sold 
for 10,000 to 12,000 yuan per 
square meter, 20 to 50 percent 
less than the current prices of 
comparable office space in the 
rest of the city. 

China and EU Smooth 
Way for Legal, Judicial 
Exchange 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Two and half years ago, the 
European Union and China 
kicked off a 12 million euro 
legal and judicial training pro- 
gram, the first of its kind in 
this country. Since then, more 
than 100 Chinese legal profes- 
sionals, have communicated 
and conducted exchanges with 
their counterparts in EU coun- 
tries under the program. 

“We have to adjust out ini- 
tiative and improve our project 
in order to maintain the pace 
of reform in China’s legal and 
judicial system,” said Stephen 
Forbes, European co-director of 
the EU-China Legal and Judi- 
cial Co-operation Program, at 
the launch of the Director’s 
Facility, a 3.5 million-euro 
training project within the 
program, held in Beijing on 
Wednesday. 


Viacom Chief Hopeful 
about China Market 


At the invitation of the Information Office of the State Council, 
Sumner Redstone, chairman and CEO of Viacom Inc., made a speech in 
the press hall of the State Council with the theme of the world media’s 
past, present and future, on Tuesday. ( Shan Jinliang ) 



Antibiotics Brewing Storm in Dairy Industry 

Dairy associations try to ease public worries about milk quality 
and avoid industry turmoil 


Olympic Design 
Finalists Named 

By Xiao Rong 

The final layout of the Olympic Green 
will be based on a design from the US archi- 
tectural firm Sasaki Associates, which won 
first place in the international competition 
for the design of the Beijing Olympics held 
on July 14. 

Sasaki also won the most votes of support 
from local residents during the open exhi- 
bition of proposed layouts for the Olympic 
Green and Wukesong Cultural and Sports 
Center at the Beijing International Conven- 
tion Center, which closed Monday. 

An group of experts from Beijing’s major 
architectural design think-tank has begun to 
negotiate with Sasaki’s partners to improve 
the plan and incorporate the advantages of 
other prize-winning layouts. 

The traffic system of the winning plan 
needs to be improved to meet the require- 
ments of the 1,135-hectare grounds and 
neighboring districts, said an official from 
the municipal planning committee at the 
open exhibition. 

The plan’s use of the city’s scarce water 
resources has become an issue of dispute. 

“It will possibly become a stinking open 
ditch if there is insufficient water or become 
stagnant after the 2008 Olympics,” said Lan 
Tianzhu, director of the planning commit- 
tee’s Culture, Health and Sports Sub-com- 
mittee. 

“Water is not a problem,” said Shan Jix- 
iang, director of the planning committee, 
adding the city has reduced the amount of 
water used for industry and agriculture and 
increased supplies designated for environ- 
mental purposes. 

The final blueprint of the Wukesong Cul- 
tural and Sports Center will be chosen from 
among several designs from Sasaki Associ- 
ates and one plan from Burckhard+Partner 
AG of Switzerland. 

“The detailed layout will be submitted to 
the municipal government by early Septem- 
ber for approval after being evaluated by 
experts,” said Huang Yan, vice-director of the 
planning committee. 

Huang emphasized that the final layout 
will be revised on the basis of opinions from 
city residents. Nearly 50,000 people visited 
the 14-day free exhibition. 

Project to Restore 
City’s Historical 
Treasures 

By Zhao Pu 

The municipal government will pour 600 
million yuan of investment into a newly 
designed cultural relics preservation project 
over the next five years, revealed Mei Ning- 
hua, director of Beijing’s Bureau of Cultural 
Relics, on Tuesday. 

The five-year project is aimed at reviving 
and restoring the historical and cultural 
pattern and flavor of Beijing. Mei said, “In 
comparison with past efforts in cultural 
relics restoration and similar projects we’ve 
already finished, this project focuses on areas 
of historical and cultural value rather than 
single places or sites.” 

Instead of honing in on the protection of 
certain temples or palaces, the main subjects 
of this plan’s blueprint are over ten areas 
downtown and in city suburbs. Those areas 
include “two lines”, “five zones”, and “six scen- 
ery belts”, in which there are numerous his- 
torical sites that date back hundreds of years. 

The “two lines” are the central axis from 
the Drum Tower in the north to Yongding- 
men in the south, and the east-west line 
from Chaoyangmen to Fuchengmen. The 
“five zones” are all older urban areas, includ- 
ing areas around the Forbidden City, Shicha- 
hai Lake, the Confucius Temple, Liulichang 
and the remaining Ming city wall. 

The “six scenery belts” listed in the plan are 
imperial gardens in western suburbs, includ- 
ing the Summer Palace and Yuanmingyuan 
Park, the Great Wall, the Ming Tombs, Yunhe 
River, Wanping City, and ancient temples in 
the western part of the city. 

“Middle schools, institutions and resi- 
dents occupying these historical sites will be 
moved out, and some places will be opened 
to the public after undergoing restoration,” 
Mei said. 


By Shan Jinliang 

Nationwide media reports run in July, 
which said that antibiotics in dairy prod- 
ucts may pose a risk to human health, have 
sparked widespread public concern. The 
China Milk Industry Association and the 
China Dairy Industry Association (CDIA) 
voiced their stances on milk safety, dis- 
missing these reports as the result of an 
underhanded marketing campaign by one 
company, in a joint press conference held 
on Tuesday in Beijing. 

Guangming Dairy Corp, the top dairy 
producer in Shanghai, introduced the con- 
cept of “antibiotics-free milk” early this 
May in printed and TV ads run throughout 
the country. Beijing-based Sanyuan Group 
later picked up on the idea and made its 


own claims of being the only major domes- 
tic milk producer capable of producing 100 
percent antibiotics-free milk. 

In the final analysis, the move may 
result in the creation of a ceiling above small 
and medium-sized dairy producers, which 
make up 90 percent of the dairy makers in 
the domestic market, because they cannot 
provide antibiotic-free products. 

Fang Yousheng, secretary general of the 
China Milk Industry Association, said the 
antibiotic-free milk promotion has gener- 
ated worries among many consumers and 
added that dairy products that contain 
antibiotics are not as harmful as claimed in 
some media reports. “I have never heard of 
anyone dying from consuming dairy prod- 
ucts that contain antibiotics,” added Fang. 


“Unlike mercury, antibiotics do not form 
permanent deposits in the human body.” 

Shen Jinzhong, director of the State 
Animal Drug Security Appraisal Center, 
said that antibiotic-free campaign is not 
scientifically sound, as milk quality is 
decided by more than 10 indexes including 
antibiotics content, and some world lead- 
ing drug producers even make antibiotic 
drugs for cows. 

“It is not accurate to say only several 
companies can produce antibiotics-free 
dairy products. More than 40 companies 
have that capability,” said Fang. 

However, according to Song Kungang, 
president of the council of the CDIA, a 
larger view of domestic milk production 
offers a different picture. “There are still 
few large-scale cow feedlots in China,” he 
said. “Most cows are raised by individual 
peasant households, and the raw materi- 
als used in dairy factories come from thou- 
sands of different households, leading to 
varied product quality levels.” 

Song added that the Chinese Ministry 
of Agriculture has enacted a ministerial- 
level regulation that sets a standard for 
maximum antibiotics content in milk, but 
“the new standard has only been released 
for half a year, and it will take quite a long 
time to fully realize no more use of antibi- 
otics in the dairy industry.” 

He stressed that this standard could 
have major ramifications on the millions of 
rural people involved in the raising of dairy 
cows that are not able to produce antibiot- 
ics-ffee milk. “Peasants may be forced to 
slaughter their cows and return to poverty, 
which goes against the country’s agricul- 
tural strategy.” 



Beijing-based Sanyuan Group claims it can make 100 percent antibiotics-free milk products. 

Photo by Liu Ping 


Dutch Aiitines Rep Pleads innocence in luggage Dispute 


By Shan Jinliang 

Beijing Today of July 19 
ran a report that a Chinese 
passenger on a Dutch Royal 
Airlines flight claimed he was 
fined for excess luggage after 
not being fully informed of the 
airline’s luggage weight limit 
and filed a lawsuit against 
the company, but ended up 
losing the case on July 10. 

After the report was pub- 
lished, Dolores Van Dongen, 
chief representative of Dutch 
Royal Airlines, called Beijing 
Today to express her ideas 


about the issue. 

When Liu Chi, the Chinese 
passenger, went from Paris to 
Beijing in March 1999, he was 
told at the luggage check-in 
counter that his 50 kilograms 
of baggage exceeded the maxi- 
mum of 20 kilograms stated on 
the ticket. After negotiations, 
Liu was charged for having 
excess luggage. 

In March 2001, Liu filed a 
lawsuit with the Beijing Cha- 
oyang District People’s Court, 
alleging the airline should have 
informed him of its weight limit 


in Chinese. After he lost his 
first case in August 2001, Liu 
appealed the case to the Beijing 
no. 2 Intermediate Court, where 
he lost again. 

When asked why only Eng- 
lish was used on the ticket, Van 
Dongen said that is in keeping 
with international standards. 
‘We use English because it 
is an international language. 
Using different languages in 
different countries would be too 
complicated,” she said. 

Chinese notices are attached 
to all Dutch Airlines tickets, 


but those weight limits are 
marked in the English abbrevi- 
ation KG, not the Chinese char- 
acters for kilogram, qianke or 
gongjin, which is one detail Liu 
used to support his case. 

After the court gave its 
ruling on the suit, the airline 
said Liu should be able to rec- 
ognize KG as meaning kilo- 
gram, as he is fluent in English. 
Liu replied that common Chi- 
nese passengers will have to 
pay a price for not having the 
language skills to recognize the 
English term “KG”. 
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PetroChina 
to Add 1,500 
Gas Stations 

China’s largest oil com- 
pany, PetroChina, will in- 
vest US$360 to $480 
million to add 1,500 gas 
stations to its retail net- 
work this year, a company 
executive said Monday 

Vice President and 
chief of refining and mar- 
keting Lin Qingshan said 
that the company, through 
purchases of existing gas 
stations and construction 
of new ones, has already 
realized 30 to 40 percent 
of this goal. 

As part of the on-going 
nationwide rectification of 
gas stations, PetroChina 
is sorting out its own port- 
folio according to state 
requirements. Those that 
fail to meet the require- 
ments will be closed, Lin 
said. 


Steel Giant 
Teams Up with 
Japanese Firm 

Shanghai Baogang 
Group, China’s largest 
steel producer, reached a 
cooperation agreement 
with Mitsui as part of its 
international cooperation 
strategy recently. 

Under the agreement, 
cooperation between the 
Shanghai-based steel giant 
and its Japanese counter- 
part will include iron and 
steel production, raw mate- 
rial procurement, metallur- 
gical equipment, shipping 
transportation, long and 
medium-term finance and 
investment as well as in- 
formation and logistics. 

Baoshan Steel Complex 
boasts rich resources, di- 
verse product lines and 
multiple distribution chan- 
nels. It hopes to acquire ad- 
vanced management and 
technological know-how 
through its cooperation 
with the Japanese firm. 

Following China’s entry 
into the World Trade Orga- 
nization last year, Baoshan 
Steel Complex has beefed 
up international coopera- 
tion to sharpen its compet- 
itive edge. 

In early July, it set up a 
US$670 million joint ven- 
ture with the Australian 
Hamersley Iron to mine 
iron ore in Western Aus- 
tralia. 


Huarong AMC 
Handles 
More Assets 
in First Half 
Year 

The China Huarong 
Asset Management Cor- 
poration (Huarong AMC) 
announced Monday that in 
the first half of the year 
it handled non-performing 
assets worth 7.7 billion 
yuan ($936 million), up 24 
percent from the same pe- 
riod last year. 

A spokesman for Hua- 
rong AMC said the corpo- 
ration recovered 3 billion 
yuan worth of assets, of 
which almost 3 billion yuan 
was in cash, also up 24 per- 
cent. At the same time, the 
rate of the cost of handling 
these assets was reduced 
to 2.4 percent. 

He said that the Hua- 
rong AMC had also made 
new progress in debt-to-eq- 
uity swaps and supporting 
corporate restructuring. So 
far up to 500 enterprises 
had signed debt-to-equity 
swap agreements, involv- 
ing over 100 billion yuan 
($12 billion), of which 276 
enterprises had finished 
their regrouping, involving 
some 55.5 billion yuan. 

(Xinhua) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Sparkice Closes Internet Bars 

Board Urges Concentration on B2B 



By Yang Xiao 

S parkice, China’s first net cafe 
chain announced Wednes- 
day that it will close its last 
bar to concentrate on B2B. 

Edward Zeng, CEO of the com- 
pany recalls the birth of Sparkice 
Bars. “Till now we experience over 
five years - China’s Internet indus- 
try’s glorious five years. At that 
time Internet advocate Infohigh- 
way CEO Zhang Shuxin was proud 
of her company’s billboard that 
read how far does China go to- 
wards the Info Highway - just 
1,500 meters ahead’ (pointing to- 
ward her office). I thought the dis- 
tance was still a little longer, so the 
first Sparkice net cafe opened just 
below that billboard on November 
15,1996.” 

However, Zeng has had to deal 
with the government’s firm hand 
on net cafes since a fire in a bar 
on June 16 in Beijing caused 24 
deaths. Over 14,000 net bars have 
been closed during a subsequent 
crackdown. None of the Sparkice 
bars passed the government check, 
except for the one at China World 
Hotel, however the Sparkice board 
decided to close that one too. 

Zeng said, “I don’t think the risk 
from the government is really big 
enough to give up the profitable 
business. For instance, if you drive 
a car on Beijing’s jammed road at 
rush hour, you have to make your 
way home or to work. If the police- 
man is a foreigner who keeps all 
regulations in mind, there could be 
a dreadful traffic jam.” You have 
to cater to China’s specific circum- 
stances.” It seems that conserva- 
tive shareholders from overseas do 
not share Zeng’s view. 

“Personally I think well of the 
net cafe business and am willing 


to invest in this bar individually. 
We have invested over 50 million 
yuan on building the brand. For 
this bar here, it could make over 
one million yuan income a year. If 
you have 300,000 to 500,000 yuan, 
you can co-operate with me to re- 
open it in the near future. You 
know the bar is the sole one which 
can continue to use the brand 
‘Sparkice.’” 

The net cafe business has 
brought Zeng fame in the Inter- 
net industry, as well as a steady 
stream of investors. By such means 
he has accumulated a considerable 
fortune. With the Internet surge, 
he considered the bar business 
that has limited room for imagina- 


tion could only make limited mon- 
ey. He needed a profitable business 
model or even merely one with po- 
tential profit. Directed by the idea 
he invested in popular websites 
and business models. 

Sparkice once held the above- 
mentioned China’s first ISP Info 
highway. Then he supported an 
ICP with Beijing Municipal Gov- 
ernment background. EC123.net 
that runs B2C business is Spar- 
kice’s third investment direction. 
Though EC 123 possessed the sec- 
ond position during its peak, the 
board decided to end all three 
businesses and shift to the more 
popular B2B model. “Including 
bar investments, we have spent 


400 - 500 million yuan on find- 
ing this final and perfect busi- 
ness model. The board has 
decided to retreat or just main- 
tain some shares in other busi- 
nesses,” claims Zeng. 

HSBC supports Sparkice new- 
ly launched B2B model. On July 
18, highlighting Sparkice’s interna- 
tionalized management team and 
dealing platform and close rela- 
tionships with buyers, suppliers 
and governments, HSBC invested 
an additional $5 million in cash in 
Sparkice, taking its interest from 
five to ten percent. Through its on- 
line services, Sparkice allows busi- 
ness to source and buy consumer 
products from China-based manu- 


facturers. The investment will be 
directed towards further develop- 
ing the online trade finance, pay- 
ments and marine cargo insurance 
services available on the compa- 
ny’s B2B websites. 

Zeng is confident about promote 
the business amounting to 100 mil- 
lion yuan by the end of this year 
and will make an over eight-fold 
profit of $ 100 million next year. “Al- 
though the profit margin goes to 
six percent that less than bar busi- 
ness, we have a prospective future 
and a tremendous market valued 
at $1 - $10 billion. Besides, we 
will gain strongly support from the 
government for we are improving 
national export.” 


HOME APPLIANCE 

Sincere Fer How long? 

China’s Most Respected Company Faces Scrutiny 


By Zhao Yijiang 

Q ingdao Haier (SSE: 600690) released 
its 2002 interim report last Friday. 
Profit on major business is 931 mil- 
lion yuan, a decline of 16.6 percent 
on the same period last year, and net profit 
is 219 million yuan, a fall of 45 percent. 
The stock market responded negatively to the 
news, with share prices of the blue chip falling 
five percent to 12.4 yuan, a two-year-low. 

The slump made the leading home appli- 
ance maker the heaviest loser on Monday. In- 
vestor panic resulted not only from the poor 
financial report, but also as a result of strong 
criticism in both domestic and foreign media. 
The once most respected listed company in 
China has faced questioning by the media on 
its diversification strategy, overseas invest- 
ment and financial status. 

Eggs in too many baskets 

In order to counter the increasingly thin 
margins in China’s white-goods market, Hai- 
er began expanding its business line to in- 
clude high-end products such as computers 
and CDMA mobile phones in recent years. 
Then there was the foray into financial servic- 
es, on which it has spent an estimated $120 
million over the past 12 months, mostly to 
buy shares in mainland securities and bank- 
ing companies. 

The range and diversity of Haier’s products 
has expanded dramatically. In consequence, 
the company’s general market share has in- 
creased as well, however, the business expan- 
sion has swallowed a considerable amount of 
resources. Haier is said to be borrowing heav- 
ily to pay for its expansion, yet it has failed 
to break into the top three in market share in 
any of the new areas. 

Many analysts argue that Haier has put its 
eggs in too many baskets and that it ought to 
be focusing on its appliances. “Chinese enter- 
prises always want to enter from one industry 
into another. I think they care too much about 
their images rather than better performance. 
A firm should be focused and concentrate on 
its strong points,” said Milton Kotler, of Kotler 
Marketing Group. 

Aggressive Oversea investment 

As for the oversea market, Haier has 
stressed its target in building an internation- 
alized rather than an export company. Haier 
CEO Zhang Ruimin once said, “International- 
ization is only the approach, while an interna- 


tionalized Haier is the ultimate purpose.” The 
company has set up 13 overseas factories in 
the past six years, including a new refrigera- 
tor factory in Camden, South Carolina where 
labour and other costs are 10 times higher 
than in China. 

Haier’s internationalization strategy has 
demanded internationalization of allocation of 
resources, in turn driving Haier to inject more 
resources into the international market, lead- 
ing to a reduction of resources injected into 
the domestic market. Meanwhile markets of 
developed countries matured and became sat- 
urated long ago, making profit margins much 
lower than in developing countries. 

When Haier made decisions to go abroad, it 
is essential that they focus on short-term prof- 
its and long-term survival rather than being 
obsessed over meaningless nationalistic goals 
like becoming “one of the top global 500 com- 
panies” or “the first Chinese company to set up 
factories in the United States,” an analyst of 
China Economic Weekly said. 

Financial enigma 

While stock markets in the US tumble be- 
cause of accounting scandals at major cor- 
porations, Haier also has faced questions on 
sensitive issue. “Internationally, they must 
have a negative cash flow,” says the US consul- 
tant. “So they have to have funding from their 
China operations, but they’ve been losing mar- 
ket share. Where’s the money coming from?” 

Moreover, the listed company purchased 
almost all its raw materials from affiliates 
of the parent company, and made virtually 
all its sales to affiliates of the parent. Such 
transactions make it difficult to evaluate the 
listed company’s financial situation. Analysts 
are asking if Haier is inflating the profit and 
revenue numbers of its listed arm by shifting 
assets between the parent and the subsidiary. 
Response from Haier 

Following the spate of negative coverage, 
Haier has moved into full damage-control 
mode. Zhang Ruimin claimed to welcome most 
critical coverage: “We don’t respond to most 
media reports. We just read them and learn 
from them,” he said to Business Week in a re- 
cent interview. But the company still is not 
ready to welcome all critical inquiry, particu- 
larly when it comes from home. It has just 
sued a Chinese analyst for defamation and de- 
manded $36,000 in damages for two articles 
he published online. 



LG China’s twin towers “ repre- 
sent our great attention to the 
market,” saidAk, LG Electron- 
ics (China) CEO. 


LG itain Towers Push 
Strategy to localize 


By Shan Jinliang 

T wo 140-meter-high towers will 
dramatically change the pro- 
file of Chang’an Avenue. The 
twin towers, due for completion in 
early 2005, will serve as the China 
headquarters of the Seoul-based LG 
Group. The foundation-laying cere- 
mony was held last Friday. 

On choosing the location, Ro Yong 
Ak, LG China’s highest-ranking 
manager said, “As everyone would 
like to build his house in the best 
place, we choose Chang’an Avenue, 
the best place in China.” 

With an investment of US $400 
million, the office complex is mod- 
eled closely on the company’s South 
Korean headquarters. 

LG says construction of the 
Beijing twin towers is a symbolic 
step for its further entry into China. 
The 34-storey structure will house 
12 LG subsidiaries, including LG 
Chem, LG Electronics, LG Interna- 
tional and LG Engineering and Con- 
struction. 

Ak said from the moment LG en- 
tered China, it had been determined 
to be a locally successful company, 
and LG China headquarters should 
be built in the China’s political, eco- 
nomic and cultural center. 


Ak said the constructions of the 
twin towers are just the start for LG 
China’s capital expansion, and the 
company will take China as a base 
to realize its global market strategy. 
All LG subsidiaries are taking vari- 
ous means to enhance their invest- 
ments in China, he added. 

As the CEO of LG Electronics 
(China), Ak said, “Half of what we 
produce in China feeds the local mar- 
ket, the other half goes abroad.” 

Against the 27% decline overall 
of South Korean overseas invest- 
ment in the first half of 2002, LG 
Electronics made four increases on 
its investment in China, bringing 
the overall figure to $400 million. 

The personnel localization strat- 
egy has not run entirely smoothly. 
According to Chosun Ilho, the 
largest South Korean newspaper, 
Chinese university students, as po- 
tential future staff, rank South Ko- 
rean companies number 12 in terms 
of where they want to work, far be- 
low European and North American 
companies. 

Ak said he was optimistic that 
more Beijing and Tsinghua Univer- 
sity students would choose to work 
for LG following the establishment 
of LG China headquarters. 


Photo by LG 




OPPORTUNITIES 



AUGUST 2, 2002 


SEUING TODAY 


E-mail: liufeng@ynet.com 


EDITOR: LIU FENG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Foreign Finns Invited to Ease long Headache 

Government opens logistics field to overseas investment and cooperation 


By Zhao Hongyi 

L ong troubled by low efficiency and 
chaos in the domestic logistics ser- 
vices sector, China is determined 
to overcome the problems by introducing 
foreign firms on a trial basis. 

The Ministry of Foreign Trade and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (MOFTEC) released 
a new regulation this week, aiming at 
promoting cooperation between foreign 
logistics providers and their Chinese coun- 
terparts through joint or cooperative ven- 
tures. The regulation lowered the criteria 
for start-up investment needed for market 
access to $5 million, far below the usual 
requirement of 100 million yuan (approxi- 
mately $12 million) for import and export 
trade companies. 

Twenty years ago, the logistics service 
sector was under a complete state monop- 
oly and plagued by institutional ineffi- 


ciency. Considering the huge number of 
employees working in the sector, both 
the central and local governments took a 
wait and see attitude towards any reform 
and allowed private service providers to 
emerge. 

However, those private firms brought 
chaos into the industry, with fraud scan- 
dals, illegal deals and widespread bribery 
seriously damaging the reputation of the 
sector. 

The rapid growth of the domestic econ- 
omy has increased demand for sophisti- 
cated, large-scale logistics providers. In 
particular, there is serious need for logis- 
tics services that meet international stan- 
dards in China’s over-$400 billion import 
and export industry. 

The new regulation asks foreign logis- 
tics service providers to work with their 
Chinese partners through joint ventures 


and cooperative ventures that can oper- 
ate on a trial basis in the cities of Beijing, 
Shanghai, Tianjin and Guangzhou and 
Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Guangdong prov- 
inces. Overseas investors are limited to 
a maximum of 50 percent stake in joint 
companies, with renewable initial opera- 
tional terms of 20 years. 

The Chinese government classifies 
logistics services into the category of 
import and export business, according to 
MOFTEC officials. 

Annual nationwide expenditures on 
logistics services and related sectors have 
reached 1.9 trillion yuan and are grow- 
ing by 20 percent each year, according to 
a report issued last year by the China 
Warehouse and Storage Association, the 
national coordinator for the development 
of the sector. Though many domestic enter- 
prises have their own logistics systems 


in China, the report stressed that, “Inde- 
pendent logistics providers are a must for 
the modernization of the country’s logis- 
tics services.” 

Industry analysts say many overseas 
logistics firms have already arrived in the 
last decade, either cooperating with domes- 
tic companies or operating independently. 

“However, China’s logistics market is 
still in its preliminary growth stages, 
where you can see hundreds of providers 
competing against each other, low effi- 
ciency and a lack of reliability,” said Yu 
Shiyou, a logistics analyst and professor 
at Zhongshan University in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province. 

He added, “Foreign firms have capital and 
management skills, while domestic firms 
have nationwide networks. Therefore, nei- 
ther wants to operate independently. Coop- 
eration is the only way to go.” 


Phillips Petroleum 
Exploring Goalbed 
Methane 

By Zhang Xiaoxia 

US-based Phillips Petroleum, through its 
branch in China, signed two production sharing 
contracts on Monday with China United Coal- 
bed Methane Corporation for the Qinnan and 
Shouyang coalbed methane blocks in western 
China’s Shanxi province. 

Drilling is expected to begin in September, 
after which Phillips Petroleum will carry out 
multi-well exploration for six months. 

Phillips Petroleum has been involved in coal- 
bed methane exploration in Shanxi for the past 
six years, discovering several fields with com- 
mercial deposits. These two blocks are the first 
for which the US oil company has obtained com- 
mercial coalbed methane exploration rights. 

Phillips Petroleum arrived in China in 1973 
and currently operates two offshore oilfields in 
the country - one in the Bohai Bay and the other 
in the South China Sea. The company is moving 
forward in trial coalbed methane exploration in 
a five-well pilot project on the Hedong Lin-Xing 
block in the Ordos Basin in Inner Mongolia. 

“Offshore oil and coalbed methane explora- 
tion are currently the two major parts of our 
business in China,” said Truddy Liao, a media 
officer at Philips China. “The company cer- 
tainly hopes for more access in terms of energy 
resources exploration in China. We are heading 
in that direction.” 
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French SG Asset 
to launch Fund 
Management 

By A Yi 

On July 23, France’s SG Asset Management 
signed a joint venture agreement with Shang- 
hai-based Baosteel Fortune Trust & Investment 
to set up a fund management company in Shang- 
hai, China’s business hub. The new company 
will be named Fortune SGAM Fund Manage- 
ment. 

The French side will hold a 33% stake in the 
venture and the Chinese side a 67% stake. SG 
Asset Management holds the rights to increase 
its share to 49% through capital injection once 
necessary regulations are in place. The new 
company is aimed to enter operation in 2003, 
following the receipt of approval by Chinese 
authorities and the completion of its internal 
framework. 

Baosteel Fortune Trust & Investment, an 
affiliate of the Shanghai-based Baoshan Steel 
Group, China’s no. 1 steel producer, is at the 
vanguard of the group’s diversification into the 
commercial and financial arenas. 

SG Asset Management is a subsidiary of the 
French Societe Generale Group. With over 272 
million euros of assets and a product range 
made up of 1,500 investment funds, SGAM is 
one of world leaders in its field. 

The Societe Generale Group has been oper- 
ating in China from a representative office in 
Beijing for more than a decade. The group is 
awaiting approval from the Chinese govern- 
ment to offer individual domestic currency ser- 
vices and is presently engaged in corporate and 
investment banking. 



Nestle China launches sales promotion from time to time in the city for its cool drinks and products. 
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Nestle to Dish Up Breakfast 


By Zhao Hongyi 

N estle, the Swiss food and 
drink product giant, will offer 
its complete line of breakfast 
cereals and snack foods to consum- 
ers in Beijing, announced sources 
from Beijing Malan Noodle Fast Food 
China Store earlier this week. 

Chen Shi, chairman of Malan, 
said both companies are eager to 
enter the breakfast market as early 
as possible and signed a cooperative 
agreement last week in Beijing. 

Following complaints by city resi- 
dents about the low sanitation and 
quality levels of the city’s commer- 
cial breakfast products and services, 
the municipal government invited 
major food service companies to pro- 
vide clean, healthy and competitively 
priced breakfast services last Sep- 
tember. Authorities are aiming to 
elbow small, individual and poor- 
quality providers out of the market. 
After nine months of preparations, 
five Chinese food service companies 
won the rights to operate breakfast 
outlets in the capital through open 
bidding. Malan, a food chain store 


group from western China’s Lan- 
zhou, is one of the five contract 
winners (see the “breakfast project 
story” in Beijing Today of July 5). 
Malan has operated for a decade 
in Beijing, expanding greatly and 
becoming popular among city resi- 
dents. 

Chen said Nestle will provide 
Malan with management skills and 
technical support for the assembly- 
line production of traditional Chi- 
nese breakfast foods. It will design 
western style snacks adapted to Chi- 
nese tastes and provide its drinks at 
Malan’s breakfast outlets through- 
out the city, which are expected 
to number 500, with an additional 
1,000 kiosks, in five years. 

Nestle entered the China market 
in the early 1980s. Aside from coffee 
products, Nestle also promotes its 
drink brands like Nestle Lemon, 
Nestle Orange, Nestle Coco, and 
Nestle milk. In recent years, Nestle 
has focused on the promotion of its 
drinking water products. 

Nestle’s China office in Beijing 
confirmed their contacts with 


Malan, saying everything is still 
under discussion. 

“We have our own snacks, 
including breakfast cereals,” said a 
media officer of Nestle China who 
requested anonymity. “It is possible 
that Malan will purchase Nestle’s 
breakfast cereals for sale at its out- 
lets in the city.” 

Malan’s Chen told Beijing Today 
that the Chia Tai Group, an agri- 
industrial conglomerate from Thai- 
land, is also interested in pursuing 
cooperation. Chia Tai has operated 
in China’s poultry feed, seed, pesti- 
cide and fertilizer markets for more 
than two decades. 

The hundreds of McDonalds and 
KFC outlets in Beijing and Shang- 
hai started breakfast services fea- 
turing typical Chinese dishes this 
week. Local consumers are expect- 
ing “breakfast competition” between 
Chinese providers and foreign 
brands, which they hope will allow 
them to get healthy, hearty and 
resonably-priced breakfasts each 
morning before heading to work or 
school. 


Race Horses Greet New Audi Wagon 


By A Yi 

Elegant race horses trot- 
ted around the Goldenport 
Motor Club last Friday as 
part of the Beijing release 
ceremony for Audi’s new four- 
wheel drive wagon that is 
based on the A6 Avant plat- 
form and equipped with a 
2.7 litre V6 turbo engine 
and Audi’s Quattro driving 
system. The car will carry a 
price tag of 800,000 yuan in 
the domestic market. 

Audi has cooperated with 
China’s First Automobile 
Works in Changchun, Jilin 
Province, since its arrival in 


China in the early 1980s. The 
two companies cooperate in 
the production of Audi’s A6 
series of luxury sedans. Audi 
has also introduced its A8, A4 
and TT series cars in China. 

At the ceremony, Audi 
China revealed it sold 16,000 
Audi sedans, including both 
imported and locally-pro- 
duced models, in China in 
the first half of this year. 

“We have established 
more than 50 exclusive Audi 
sales and exhibition halls 
in 32 cities in China,” said 
Kevin Marc, general man- 
ager of Audi China. 
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B&Q, Auchan 
Make Move 
to Capital 

By Xiao Ma 

Two European super- 
market retailers headed to 
Beijing this week following 
successful landings in the 
Shanghai market. 

B&Q, a UK-based home 
and garden furniture 
retailer known for its do-it- 
yourself sales style, signed a 
contract last Saturday with 
Beijing-based Guotu Logis- 
tics to rent a 22,000-square- 
meter venue at Guotu’s 
Golden Seasons Purchasing 
Center in the northwest of 
the city for 40 years. 

B&Q opened its first 
warehouse shopping center 
in China in Shanghai last 
year. 

Bill Whiting, B&Q’s chief 
executive officer, said the 
retailer, together with its 
parent company, Kingfisher, 
purchase around $1 billion 
of construction materials, 
hardware tools and home 
appliances from China each 
year and distribute the 
products for sales in its over 
3,000 outlets worldwide. 

The second entrant in 
the local market is Auchan, 
a France-based daily use 
products retailer that has 
signed an agreement to rent 
another 20,000-square-meter 
area from Guotu. 

Auchan arrived in 
Shanghai in 1999 and owns 
two warehouse shopping 
centers in the city. In China’s 
Taiwan, the company has 
also set up two supermar- 
kets and operates 18 mar- 
kets in cooperation with RT 
Mart, a local retail group. 

Hong Kongese 
Filing into 
Mainland 

By Xiao Ma 

More than 176,000 Hong 
Kong citizens are working 
under contract in the 
Chinese mainland, accord- 
ing to figures collected by 
the Census and Statistics 
Department of the Hong 
Kong Special Administra- 
tive Region this month. 

The number of Hong 
Kongese in the Chinese 
mainland has spiked in the 
past five years, following the 
reunification of the former 
British colony in 1997. Most 
Hong Kong citizens in the 
mainland work as senior 
managers and professional 
technicians, primarily in 
the wholesale, retail, import 
and export, hotel and res- 
taurant and manufacturing 
industries. 

Microsoft Starts 
Hardware Sales 

By Xiao Ma 

Microsoft, the global soft- 
ware giant, launched sales 
of 14 computer hardware 
products in China yester- 
day in Beijing. 

The 14 products include 
five types of keyboards, four 
kinds of mouses and five com- 
puter game accessories. 

All the products have 
unique designs, the patent 
rights for which are held 
by Microsoft. Their prices in 
the domestic market are the 
same as in other markets 
around the world. 

Microsoft promoted its 
TV-top e-box products in 
China three years ago to 
limited success. The com- 
pany then changed its focus 
to the construction of a 
sales network for its hard- 
ware products. 

“We have successfully 
established a network and 
are now starting to use it,” 
said Zhou Hui, Microsoft Chi- 
na’s senior manager for hard- 
ware sales promotion. 

According to Zhou, 
Microsoft will manufacture 
some hardware products in 
China. 
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That Menu in Full 

Cold dishes 


spicy duck 


spiced chicken 

(>*M) 

mushroom with walnut and sesame oil 



winter bamboo shoots with shrimp 

roe 



cucumber with salt and sesame oil 

spicy fish 

(£$-&.&■) 

pork jelly Zhenjiang style 

(Mil# Si) 

fruit 

(*-&) 

Hot dishes 


stewed shark’s fin with chicken sauce in ajar 


t) 

stewed mixed seafood in chicken sauce 



sauted prawn with red sauce 


steamed chicken with mushrooms 

(jj£^4) 

sauted vegetables and mushrooms 


braised perch in brown sauce 


steamed pork balls 


Pastries 


deep-fried spring roll 


steamed dumpling stuffed with 

mashed red 

beans 


steamed dumpling stuffed with meat and vege- 

tables 


steamed Chinese bread 



National Banquet 
Makes Comeback 


By Su Wei 

P eople bought 800 yuan, 
1,000 yuan, 1,600 yuan and 
1,800 yuan tickets to taste 
the same dishes that Mao Zedong, 
Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai and other 
leaders ate on the night of Octo- 
ber 1, 1949 at the Beijing Hotel on 
Sunday 

“Celebrities and officials from 
foreign embassies” and “some 
ordinary people” from Tianjin, 
Shenyang, Inner Mongolia and 
Anhui attended the four-hour 
feast at the Banquet Hall of Build- 
ing C, said Liu Zhijun, general 
manager of Beijing Attire & Eve- 
ning Banquet Cultural Commu- 


nication Center. 

His revived banquet attracted 
420 guests and will now take 
place every Saturday evening. 

“The only pity is some people 
complained about the small noise 
caused by using knives and forks, 
and the dishes were not so hot,” 
he said. 

“Plus some people refused the 
invitation to dance the interna- 
tional standard dance with the 
professional dancers, as they did 
not know how to dance.” 

The banquet had included an 
“international standard dance and 
attire show” plus dancing and 
singing performance by the Chi- 


na National Singing & Dancing 
Group. 

“I noticed most of women wore 
qipao or formal uniforms,” said 
Liu. He had previously stated his 
hope that all guests would wear 
evening dress. 

“I think women wearing eve- 
ning dress can show their striking- 
ly elegant and graceful bearing,” 
said Liu. 

The men, he said, mostly wore 
traditional Tang-style suits or the 
old blue Sun Yatsen suits. 

Liu also conceded there are few 
occasions in China for people to 
wear evening dress and few stores 
that sell it. 
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By Zhang Le 

Nearly 100 friends, relatives, a 
sand tiger and a gray tawny nurse 
shark watched a diver present the 
couple with wedding rings and a mar- 
riage licence sealed in plastic film. 

Mammals blocked the motorized 
walkway at Blue Zoo aquarium to 


cheer the two lovers as they ex- 
changed rings and fluids underwa- 
ter Tuesday morning last week. 

Zhong Sheng and Shi Yun, both 
29, are both from Hebei Langfang 
Tobacco Bureau Beijing Office. The 
bride cannot swim. Asked why she 
went for the subaqua ceremony op- 


tion, Shi said, “This is novel and 
modern. We don’t like to do every- 
thing traditionally, especially for 
such an important event. 

“And I’m sure we’ll own the most 
beautiful memories about our wed- 
ding.” 

Zhu Siying, manager of Blue Zoo 


at the south gate of Worker’s Stadi- 
um, said it was the first diving wed- 
ding in Beijing. 

“This wedding costs no more 
than 10,000 yuan,” she said. “That’s 
a whole lot cheaper than a Chi- 
nese traditional wedding when you 
think about it.” 


Restaurant Promotes 
Beer Garden Brainchild 

By Su Wei 

Sales at the garden have totaled between 2,000 
and 4,000 yuan a night during the last two weeks. 

“To be frank, the 2,000 yuan is merely the price 
of one formal meal at Quanjude,” says Zhu Ruibo, 
manager of Jingxin Quanjude Roast Duck. 

But Zhu is satisfied with his idea that the 
138-year old Peking Duck producer and seller set up 
a beer garden. In his opinion, selling roast duck at 
a beer garden is a useful promotional strategy to at- 
tract more consumers to the real restaurant. 

“People can hardly resist the temptation to have 
a delicious roast duck inside, after testing the well 
prepared roast duck at the garden,” he said. 

Most visitors spend less than 20 yuan a night 
at Jingxin Square near Sanyuanqiao, Quanjude. 

They choose Sichuan noodles with peppery 
sauce /J®), mini hotpot boiled pea- 


By Yan SuAvy Zhang 

A fleet-footed shoplifter was sentenced to three 
years in prison last week by Haidian People’s 
Court. 

Luo Sumei, 32, pinched a Philips stereo, three 
fax machines, frozen dumplings, Cadbury’s choc- 
olate and 2,300 yuan worth of fish from the 
Carrefour Fangyuan supermarket at Baishiqiao 
near the Capital Gymnasium in Haidian district, 
Beijing October 20-23 last year. 

“I saw someone kicking stuff through the ca- 
shier area. And nobody caught them. I wanted to 
give it a try myself,” said Luo, who alleges she is 
a university graduate from the Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region. 

Luo on October 20 picked up the stereo and a 
fax machine on the first floor, stripped off the bar 



People enjoy low priced food at the beer garden. 

Photo hy Qu Liyan 

nut or young soybean (;#;4LjL). But the 

customers don’t seem to notice Quanjude’s spe- 
cial dishes by now — boiled salt duck liver or 
roast duck liver brochette at 1-5 yuan a dish. The 
Quanjude garden also offers a quarter of a roast 
duck for 18 yuan. 


codes and placed them in two shopping baskets 
and then into the shopping cart. 

Luo selected some clothes and put them on top 
of the baskets in the cart. Approaching the ca- 
shier, Luo unloaded the baskets and put them on 
the ground. 

As she pushed the cart through the cashier 
isle, she also kicked through the two baskets. The 
alarm system does not function lower than waist- 
height. Luo succeeded in her first try. She went 
back the next day and stole frozen dumplings, fish 
and Cadbury’s chocolate bars. Luo stole another 
two fax machines and large amount of cosmetics 
two days later. 

Security guards caught her at her third 
attempt.“This is the first time we heard of this 
kind of a theft,” said a court spokesman. 


High School Tourists 
Cram Campuses 

By Chen Huiying/ Su Wei 

High school students are crowding into the 
capital’s top universities for a taste of the cam- 
pus life they dream of. 

Zhang Yuasheng has brought his 17-year- 
old son all the way from Hubei to take the 
tours of Peking University (PKU) and Tsing- 
hua University. 

“Although it’s just a one-day visit, it might 
influence their whole life,” says Zhang. “They 
will study hard in order to have a place in PKU 
or Tsinghua.” 

Zhang’s son says one day is too short, and 
university life still seems a distant dream, “but 
studying at PKU or Tsinghua is my biggest 
wish.” 

The Zhangs joined hundreds of others who 
paid 15 yuan for a tour of PKU and 30 yuan to 
see Tsinghua. The tour groups, decked out in T- 
shirt and red-cap uniforms, cram the campuses 
for a program that typically includes sightsee- 
ing, dining in the campus cafeteria, and semi- 
nars with college students. 

Such tours have been growing in popularity 
among high school students in recent years. 

Most university students agree their colleg- 
es should open to high school students so that 
they can learn more about life on campus. The 
tours not only help attract suitable candidates, 
but also create part-time jobs for the students. 

However, not everyone is completely happy 
with the influx of teenage wannabes. Over- 
crowded dining halls, bathrooms and toilets 
leave some students feeling frustrated. 

“There is too much commercialism [added 
to the tours],” says Chen Yongli, a graduate 
student from the PKU School of Foreign Lan- 
guages. 


Guards Catch Her Red-Footed at Carrefour Cashier 



Beijingers bake under the sun in Sanlitun on Wednesday 
last week. Photo by Qu Liyan 


Masses Huddle in Line 
for Affordable Houses 

By Lily Li 

More than 1,500 Beijingers stood for three days 
in a 500-meter-long line from South Sanlitun Lu to 
Guandongdian Jie. 

Mrs. Xing stood in line with her husband for four 
days to be first on Saturday, according to Beijing 
Youth Daily. 

“It rained and it shone in turn these last few 
days,” she told the paper. “But it’s all worth it for a 
chance to choose my favorite house.” 

Each customer took a number and handed in a 
30,000 yuan deposit for a chance to obtain a special 
category economy house. 

In Beijing’s bizarre real estate market, there are 
four categories: foreigner housing, commodity, sec- 
ond-hand and economy housing. “Economically-af- 
fordable housing” means, according to China Daily, 
“Housing built on land allocated by local govern- 
ments and enjoys more favorable treatment includ- 
ing reductions or exemptions of taxes and fees. It is 
designed for medium and low-income families.” 

The houses on sale on Saturday cost 3,180 yuan per 
square meter. “It’s cheap! I can save at least 80,000 
yuan on an 80-square-meter house,” a Ms.. Wu told 
Beijing Youth Daily. A worker in a food factory, Wu 
said, “All the people in my home are ordinary workers 
and 80,000 yuan is no small amount.” 

“Our company made 30 million yuan on the first 
day,” said Zheng Lei, another manager in the plan- 
ning department of Beijing Zhu Zong Group, devel- 
opers of the affordable housing. 



Chrispian Euler of ARD German Television interviews a 
“bangye”. Photo hy Cui Hao 


Media Attracting Media 
Attracts Media Focus 

By Su Wei 

Words like “grandpa shoulder”, “topless man” 
and “bangye” recently appear in some foreign media 
reports such as the Associated Press, Reuters, ARD 
German Television and Le Monde, France. 

All these words refer to the Beijing men with bel- 
lies bared, known by their nickname: “bangye” or 
“bare-chested masters”. 

ARD German Television correspondents Axei 
Sommerfeid, Uwe Schwering and Chrispian Euler 
spent the whole morning of July 27 taking part in 
Beijing Youth Daily' s free T-shirt giveaway to the 
shirtless knights of Beijing. 

According to Yang Tao, a Beijing Youth Daily 
reporter, the foreign media is very interested in 
whether they will don a shirt for the 2008 Olym- 
pics. 

“Most of the interviewed Beijingers including the 
bare-chested masters say, Tutting on a shirt has 
nothing to do with the Olympics,” says Yang. 



Workers move heavy stones for the China Beijing 2002 City 
Statuary Expo. Photo by Yang Zhanghuai 

Sculptors Ready for Rock 

By Zhang Le 

More than 80 sculptors from 34 countries will 
create 230 sculptures at Yuquan Park next month. 

Stones, some tens of tons, have been transported 
to the northwest Beijing park and cut into different 
sizes to meet sculptors’ needs at the China Beijing 
2002 City Statuary Expo on September 7. 

The sculptors and their works are chosen from 
800 sculptors from 62 countries who applied to at- 
tend the fair. When the expo ends, 120 pieces will 
remain permanently, according to the Capital City 
Statuary Art Commission and Beijing Municipal 
Planning Bureau. 
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Reformed ex-con hopes employers will give 
him another chance 


Feng Yu 


By Chen Ying 

D espite having been 
turned down by more 
than 1,000 possible em- 
ployers of all kinds in the past 
two years, Feng Yu (pseud- 
onym), 28, still insists on tell- 
ing the truth during interviews 
— he was sentenced to one 
year in prison for fraud. 

That one year explains why 
his abilities have been over- 
looked and he remains unem- 
ployed. 

After finishing a four-year 
stint as a solider, Feng, from 
Linshui, Sichuan Province, 
worked at a furniture factory 
in Shunde, Guangdong Prov- 
ince, beginning in 1997. At 
the factory, he learned a lot 
about furniture and interior 
decoration. With 12,000 yuan 
in his pocket, Feng returned to 
his hometown a year later. He 
opened the Shijifeng (Centu- 
ry Storm) decoration material 
company with three friends in 
the Majiayan Decoration Ma- 
terial Market in Chongqing in 
November 1998. 

In August 1999, he met a 
girl studying in a local mili- 
tary college. To woo her, Feng 
claimed to be the college’s 
drillmaster and wore a bor- 
rowed army uniform to prove 
his status. He was quickly re- 
vealed as an impostor and 
sentenced to one year in jail 
for impersonating an officer in 
November 1999. Without the 
benefit of his advice, his part- 
ners ended up folding their 
company shortly after. 

Feng was set free on Septem- 
ber 26, 2000, and given three 
documents — the procuratorate’s criminal 
indictment, the court’s criminal judgment 
and his prisoner’s release certificate. 

He felt terribly guilty about his 
wrongdoing, especially in front of his 
parents, and swore to “never cheat oth- 
ers again, even if it means I have to 
starve to death.” 

The day after his release, Feng went 
to an employment market in Yuzhong 
District of Chongqing to look for a job. 

Feng told the manager of a garment 
factory that he once went to jail because 
of fraud and showed his three docu- 
ments to the manager after the em- 
ployer agreed to give him a job. Then 
the manager flatly turned him down. 
“If you’re such a good con-man, why do 
you need to work in a factory?” he asked 
Feng after Feng begged him for a job. 

Feng was refused five times that day. 
The next day, Feng went to another em- 
ployment market. “Someone in this world 
will accept me,” he thought, but he left 
disappointed. He met about 50 employ- 
ers in a month, after which he was no 
closer to being gainfully employed. 

October 22, 2000, a local real estate 
company decided to give Feng a chance 
after hearing his story. However, the 
company had its own ulterior motives. 
The company arranged for Feng to pub- 
licly read a letter management had 
composed that supposedly showed his 
thanks to the company and pleasure 
with his new job. He was shocked when 
he overheard conversations between his 
colleagues in which they said he would 
be let go as soon as the novelty of his 
story had passed. Five months later, he 
was dismissed. 

Now Feng lives in an unused kitch- 
en in the apartment of one of his mid- 
dle school classmates, but may have 
to move out. He scrambles to find a 
new job during the day everyday, then 



Photos by Jin Yi 


goes to a dock for unloading work from 
8pm to 2am, where he earns ten yuan 
an evening. Each month, he sends 100 
yuan back home to his parents. 

Yet, Feng has not lost faith that he 
will find a job in the future. After his 
story was picked up by local media and 
Beijing Youth Daily , some newspapers 
have expressed doubts about Feng’s real 
intentions. This Wednesday, his job at 
the dock fell through. “I don’t know 
where my breakfast will come from to- 
morrow,” said Feng. 

Is Feng’s stubborn honesty commend- 
able or naive? Should employers accept 
him? Opinions follow: 

Feng Yu 

Released prisoners shouldn’t hide 
their experiences from potential em- 
ployers, according to article 100 of 
the Criminal Law. Am I wrong to abide 
by the law? It’s said that if you do well 
to others, others will do well to you. 
Why is that not the case for me? 

In the past two years, I have never 
stopped looking for a job. At the begin- 
ning, I just wanted a position appro- 
priate for me. But gradually, I changed 
my mind. I hope people will be touched 
by my actions. No matter what an em- 
ployer’s attitude is, I always tell them, 
'please understand released prisoners 
like me. Give us a chance and keep us 
away from crime.’ 

In the future, I may start sending 
letters to companies that refuse to 
employ me. I’ll say something like, 
'thank you for refusing me. Your refus- 
al is the price of my mistake. But is it 
right for people not to show tolerance 
to others?’ 

Li Jian, 

private entrepreneur 

I think I would employ him. Ev- 


eryone makes mistakes, but 
that doesn’t mean they don’t 
learn or change afterwards. 
People should give others 
opportunities to right their 
wrongs. I can’t imagine what 
would happen if society re- 
fuses to accept all released 
prisoners. 

If employers are truly con- 
cerned about these people’s 
behavior, they can deal with 
it by carefully arranging their 
work duties. For instance, 
for a person jailed for brib- 
ery, an employer can put 
them in a position where 
they would not handle mon- 
ey. For a person put in jail 
for fighting and who has 
a bad temper, an employer 
can put them in a role with 
limited client contact. 

Employee of the China 
Academy of Sciences 
Talent Communication 
and Development Center, 
who requested anonym- 
ity 

An interviewee’s criminal 
record should not be an ex- 
cuse for an employer to not 
give him or her a job. Employ- 
ers should pay more atten- 
tion to interviewees’ abilities. 
What they should really care 
about is whether a person 
has the qualities or skills to 
do the job at hand. Person- 
ally, I think I’d employ an in- 
terviewee if the person had 
talent and was industrious. 
What a person has done in 
the past is history, it has no 
relationship with his or her 
future performance. 

It’s stupid to judge a person only 
through one case, and proves how 
close-minded some employers are. 
Feng should not regret not getting a 
chance to work for such people. I be- 
lieve everyone can get paid if they 
make efforts to contribute to society. 

Kelly Scott Morris, 

Deputy General Manager of Beijing 
Office, CB Richard Ellis Property 
Consultants Ltd., Shanghai 

It is commendable that people who 
have spent time in prison would want 
to reenter society and become produc- 
tive citizens. 

Although I do not speak for my 
industry as a whole, the problems 
with hiring former prisoners in my 
industry is that my industry sells a 
service directly attributable to the in- 
dividual selling the service. Therefore, 
the knowledge, trust, and reliability of 
the individual go a long way to assur- 
ing the client that they should use 
our service. A prison record might un- 
dermine that assurance. I am not say- 
ing that people in my industry would 
not hire former prisoners. It is certain- 
ly possible. However, those individuals 
would have to be extremely special. 

In my opinion, just-released prison- 
ers would most likely have better op- 
portunities working in industries that 
provide products, not services, since 
they would not have direct interaction 
with the final client. 

I have known some former prison- 
ers that have been better individuals 
as a whole than some acquaintances I 
know that have never been to prison. 
That is not the problem. The problem 
comes down to how clients in my in- 
dustry would interact with these former 
prisoners and the sense of comfort that 
they would have in doing so. 
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Right There 
Waiting. ..for Me? 


By Chen Ying 

A n article published in last 
week’s Beijing Today regard- 
ing young people’s standards 
in choosing life partners, in particular 
opinions expressed by one young man, 
has sparked a wide debate among our 
readers. 

In the article, which covered a sur- 
vey conducted by China Mainland 
Marketing Research Company, Wu 
Guohua said about his ideal spouse, 
“She should never complain about me 
coming home late, but wait at home 
and have dinner ready when I get 
back. She shouldn’t mind it when I 
lose my temper or use rude words, 
and instead comfort me and help me 
calm down.” 

His words may reflect the views of 
some Chinese men about what they 
want from a partner, but have also 
been criticized as chauvinistic and ar- 
chaic. They have also raised the ques- 
tion of how partners should spend 
their time together. Opinions follow: 
Frank Ning, 
male, 29, single 

This guy doesn’t understand how 
to deal with the relationship be- 
tween partners. Family means two 
people enjoying their lives together. 
His dream shouldn’t be considered 
as a genuine marriage. For me, I’d go 
out with my partner if others invited 
me out for fun. Otherwise, I’d rather 
stay at home with her. 

I also don’t think this represents 
Chinese traditional ideas about mar- 
riage. It’s true the bride and groom 
couldn’t meet each other until they 
got married in ancient China, but 
what Wu said has never been the 
core of family life. 

Xu Sun, 

female, 28, single 

Wu is too selfish. I suggest he hire 
a maid. I can accept women being in 
charge of most of household chores, 
since wives and husbands play differ- 
ent roles in families. But that doesn’t 
mean women need to waitfortheir hus- 
bands to come home like he wants. 

Partners should have their own 
space and privacy. I prefer to hang 
out with my friends alone if they 
don’t know my partner very well. 
He is the same. In other cases, we 
go out together. 

Zhang Li, 

male, 39, married 14 years 

Wu’s ideas are simply not practi- 


cal. It’s unreasonable and unfair to 
demand your partner obey you com- 
pletely Partners should understand 
and adapt to each other. In daily life, 
it’s very important for partners to co- 
operate above and beyond their emo- 
tional communication. 

Partners should respect each oth- 
er. I don’t think anyone would want to 
live with someone they don’t respect 
or who doesn’t respect them. 

Zheng Yu, 

female, 44, married 20 years, 
employee at the Heping Hongqiao 
Marriage Introduction Company 

In my work, I meet lots of young 
people. Most of them don’t have 
such requirements when looking for 
a partner. Wu’s family environment 
or education background may ex- 
plain his opinion. Traditionally, Chi- 
nese women are good wives and 
mothers. I’m not surprised to hear 
Wu’s ideas and I don’t think what he 
wants is extreme. 

Today, mutual feelings are the things 
keeping most young people in their 
partner relationships. People in love 
can overlook their partners’ shortcom- 
ings or character flaws. But when the 
emotion fades, they’ll break up. 

The key lies in what you’re look- 
ing for. You can abandon the family 
concept and just work hard if all you 
want is to earn a lot of money. If 
you care about emotions, then you 
should put much more energy and 
time into managing your feelings. If 
you really love your partner, should 
act patiently and responsibly towards 
him or her. Communication between 
partners is crucial. 

Tracy Driscoll, 
female, 31, married 

Well let’s just say that I’m glad 
times have changed. In cities today 
I don’t think there are many women 
who would want to meet Wu’s stan- 
dards. I think in the modern relation- 
ship, partners are more equal in their 
roles since both husband and wife 
are usually working. 

On the other hand, if Wu treats 
his wife in a similar way as he has 
described then they would probably 
have a very harmonious marriage. 
Both partners in a relationship need 
to understand the demands on the 
other, to allow anger when it is nec- 
essary but know how to make your 
partner feel better, and to cook when 
the other is too busy! 


SOUND BITES 


“ Surnames are not just a part of 
the culture. They relate to the origin 
of the Chinese people , the distribu- 
tion of genetic resources, the ancestry 
of millions of overseas Chinese, and 
even the reunification of the mother- 
land, ” 

— Yuan Yida, a scholar at the Insti- 
tute of Genetics and Development 
Biology underthe Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, who added Li, Wang, 
Zhang are the most common sur- 
names in China 

“ Now is the time to change the tra- 
ditional ideology of sexual avoidance 
and to give up unsophisticated teach- 
ing methods which simply preached 
moral standards” 

— Liu Hanbin, deputy director of the 
Family Planning Association of Chi- 
na, regarding the publishing of sex 
education textbooks for Beijing mid- 


dle school students and their parents 

“If we participate in Saddam’s de- 
parture, what are our responsibilities 
the day after ? In short, we need to 
weigh the risks of action versus the 
risks of inaction.” 

— Joseph Biden, the chairman of 
the US Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee 

“ This lawsuit is intended to ques- 
tion the conscience of Japan as a 
whole. If you admit that you have 
done something wrong, you should 
apologize.” 

— Yoshio Shinozuka, a veteran of 
the top-secret Unit 731, calling on 
the Japanese government to apolo- 
gize for testing biological weapons 
on thousands of Chinese prisoners 
in advance of a legal ruling in Japan 
on the activities of a germ warfare 
unit during World War II 

By Chen Ying 
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Reform & Development 



Smoke a Mirrors? 


State company bosses blame regulations for their failures 


By Su Wei 

S truggling to reform and develop re- 
mains a headache for most state com- 
panies despite 23 years of reform and 
development. 

In spite of absorbing more than 800 
billion yuan in national capital, state companies 
seem to be losing the ability to compete — espe- 
cially with private or collective companies. 

The Economics Research Institute of the State 
Bureau for Internal Trade surveyed “100 key 
SOEs” — that is, state companies with capital of 
more than 10 million yuan each. The survey un- 
covered the following familiar facts: 

System 

The number one reason for failure cited by sur- 
veyed companies is bureaucracy. More than 60 
percent say overlapping functions of different de- 
partments hinders their development. 

Indeed, if the surveyed companies are right, 
then the establishment and development of a mar- 
ket economic system with Chinese characteristics 
remains locked in the cradle. 

The laws need to be adjusted to induce economic 
reform. For example, China Petroleum and Chemical 
Construction Group is the parent company of China 
Petroleum and Chemical Construction Company 
(CPCC), and holds most of the shares. 

CPCC, as a company under complete state con- 
trol, does not need a board of directors in reality. 

But Corporation Law regulates a company 
must have a registered shareholder and a board 
of directors to carry out its business. 

Deputy Director of the Enterprises Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Liu Dongsheng, says, “There 
is overlapping among different governmental ad- 
ministrative sectors.” The State Economic and 
Trade Commission has power of approval and the 
Ministry of Finance receives profits and taxation. 

“But the industrial association has the power 
of personnel arrangement. It brings a certain kind 
of chaos to all company operations.” 


Funds 

Funds shortages (39 percent) and 
redundancies (39 percent) are listed 
as equal second reasons for compa- 
ny development failure, especially 
in research and development. 

Companies are more concerned 
about the results brought out by 
layoffs. 

“If these people leave the fac- 
tory, we are naturally asked to 
hand over more taxes to help 
local government to reallocate 
these people to return to soci- j 
ety,” says a textile factory chief 
from Shanghai, who declined J| 
to give his name. 

Anonymously, they all ^ 
complain that the govern- ^ 
ment focuses on taxes and 
in return, offers little or no WM 
financial support. 

Taking the textile com- 
pany in Shanghai as an V 
example, both local and 
central government even ^ 
stopped allocating funds 
as it was felt the compa 
ny would go bankrupt. 

In fact, the company 
began to make a profit. 

On this, the govern- 
ment charged twice 
its usual tax. 

“I cannot under- 
stand it, but have 
to accept the facts,” 
says the boss. 

“Why should we 
still hand in part of the 
profits even when the 
government has not in- 
vested in our reconstruc- 
tion?” 


I 


‘It seems 
as if the 
government 
does not 
believe we are 
able to 
conduct our 
business 
honestly, as if we 
were cheating to 
profit ourselves.’ 
— Li Guoliang 


Government interference 

More than 71 percent of company 
chiefs point out they have no choice 
* when government assigns them a 
partner during the group merger 
^ process. 

Some government officials treat 

• reorganization as a cosmetic ges- 
ture, says Zhang Yusheng, head 
of a state glass manufacturing 
^ company in Beijing. 

The companies are not desig- 
nated the power to choose part- 
ners, when to begin or how the 
process works. 

“Merging the entities into 
one group is just like a story 
from Peking Opera, in which 
l every family is busy finding 
a young person to marry 
1 their daughter or 



son 
without 
considering 
their looks or mar- 
ital abilities” is the col- 
lective stated opinion of 
these companies, according to 


Chinese media who have published the survey 
results. 

Own goals 

More than 50 percent of researched companies 
reveal they made mistakes in merger. Mistakes 
are usually made by companies in traditional in- 
dustries. “The larger, the better” is sometimes a 
dangerous maxim. 

Normal operational activities are suspended 
as companies become embroiled in relations with 
other companies within the same group. For some, 
the merger only complicates matters, especially 
with auditing. 

Li Guoliang, chief of an animal feed group in 
Shanghai says even inter- group borrowing and 
lending requires reporting to a higher level. 

“It seems as if the government does not believe 
we are able to conduct 
our business honestly, 
as if we were cheating 
to profit ourselves.” 

Incentives 

Only 27 percent of 
the surveyed compa- 
nies adopted stock op- 
tions as incentives to 
senior managers and em- 
ployees, with 51 percent 
supplying salary incentives. 
About 18 percent say they will 
never consider stock options. It seems 
their thinking is that a salary is some- 
thing tangible. 

Salary incentives, especially those awarded 
publicly, more easily satisfy people’s desire for 
recognition and acceptance. 

The unpopularity of stock options and owner- 
ship may also stem from the decision-makers of 
state companies treating the company as their 
private property. 

They may fear such incentives would result in 
loss of control. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

£H£¥Fil!3!t§ 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 B n 3 M 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 


2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfiijing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

St 5 M 
11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

4i l AM 

140 Andingdajie,Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 




BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%ifS-:(010)68843388-718/620 (i^jAL/SW^K) 
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New French Restaurant Now Open! 

69 ra m rt iSGiiiT, as m ra ttj?-” m . 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 11 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


• mmm 
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Tax bureau officials check Liu’s corporate account books. She is suspected of evading tens of 
thousands of yuan in taxes. 


By Ivy Zhang 

W ell-known actress Liu Xiao- 
qing has been locked up 
at “a certain detainment 
center affiliated to Beijing 
Public Security Bureau,” a spokesman 
from Beijing Public Security Bureau 
stated this Tuesday 

Charged with tax evasion, the 
52-year-old “movie queen” of the 1980s, 
was arrested last Wednesday If convict- 
ed, she faces up to seven years in pris- 
on. 

The Beijing Taxation Bureau alleges 
that Beijing Xiaoqing Culture and Art 
(BXCA), a company of which Liu is the 
legal representative, has evaded taxes 
by means of falsifying account books, 
understating revenue and overstating 
expenses since 1996. According to the 
bureau, the total figure owing stands at 
tens of million yuan. 

On May 9 this year, the taxation bu- 
reau confiscated two million yuan from 
the company’s bank account and since 
then has been taking steps to collect 
the remaining outstanding amount. 

Liu and her companies 

Liu Xiaoqing, born in 1951 in Sichuan 
Province is the only Chinese actress to 
have twice won the Baihua Best Actress 
Award, the top national movie award, 
in 1980 and 1988. 

In the early 1990’s, Liu started mak- 
ing the transition from movie star to 
business mogul. She now runs several 
companies under her name, including 
Liu Xiaoqing Industrial Development 
Corporation, Beijing Xiaoqing Culture 
and Art, Liu Xiaoqing Movie and Tele- 
vision Production Center and Beijing 
Xiaoqing Jingdian Advertising Compa- 
ny. The business scope of theses compa- 
nies ranges from real estate, education 


to movies and television. 

In 1996, Liu started BXCA with an 
investment of 500,000 yuan. She as- 
sumed the role of president, while her 
brother-in-law Jing Jun, who was ar- 
rested on May 30 on charges of tax eva- 
sion, served as the general manager. 

BXCA has produced three movies 
and the television series, Burning Ep- 
ang Palace in which Liu 

played three roles, Royal Sister Tian 
Guihua for which Liu was 

executive director, and Fire Phoenix ( Jc 
MS) in which Liu played five roles. 

At the beginning of May, after the 
company’s bank accounts were frozen, 
Liu admitted to the press that the 
company was paralyzed. She said she 
was penniless and had no personal 
bank account. All the money she earned 
from performing went into the corpo- 
rate account. “Anyway,” she said, “it’s 
all mine.” 

According to the Beijing Star Daily, 
all the economic activities of Liu’s com- 
panies are now under the control of re- 
lated authorities. 

Liu’s plan in jail 

Liu’s home, a European style villa in 
Changping Rose Garden, is just 10 ki- 
lometers from the Beijing Detainment 
Center where she is now being held. 

The 500-square-meter villa is worth 
more than 5 million yuan. Her gray 
Lexus is still parked outside the house, 
according to a Beijing Star Daily re- 
port. 

Liu’ s arrest is unlikely to have come 
as a surprise. “She told me ‘if I’m jailed, 
I’ll do three things,”’ an acquaintance of 
Liu’s, a Mr. Chen, told Huashang News 
after her arrest. 

“She said ‘we’ll use whatever we 
have in the company to pay the taxes 


we owe. If the accumulated capital can- 
not cover it, I’ll have to go to jail,”’ Chen 
said. 

Liu told Chen that she has consulted 
with a lawyer who told her she might 
face three to seven years in prison. She 
said she had prepared herself for life in 
jail. The three things she would do are 
studying English, exercising and read- 
ing books. 

“First, I’ll study English. I think it 
is not too late to study English. When 
I’m released, I’m sure my English level 
must not be worse than my perfor- 
mance. 

Second, exercise. I’ll keep doing phys- 
ical exercises and maintain my spirit. 
That’ll enhance my belief that I’ll never 
fail. 

Third, read books. I’ll take the time 
to read books I like. Many modern writ- 
ers’ books are my favorite,” Liu told 
Chen. 

Tackling the tax evasion problem 

The day after Liu’s arrest, Wang 
Jianzhong, a former employee who 
last year accused Liu of failing to pay 
him distribution fees and took her to 
court, commented on the case. “I’ve 
read the Xinhua news. That proved 
all the predictions I made about her 
are correct.” 

“As a long-time colleague of Liu’s, I’ll 
say it is no accident she has been jailed. 
Her arrest can be attributed to her ar- 
rogant and impetuous personality and 
illegal actions she took on purpose... If 
she was an ordinary person, I might 
have won my lawsuit a long time ago. 
She owed me 10 million yuan!” 

However general manager of BXCA 
Jing Jun said, “As far as I know, Liu’s 
corporate accounts started to be checked 
since 1993. Now someone is causing 
trouble. In fact, Liu is only the legal 
representative of the company. She is 
not in charge of specific things in the 
company.” 

Liu’s case echoes the problem of tax 
evasion by the rich and their com- 
panies. In recent years, the evasion 
of personal income tax has become a 
growing problem in China. The tax bu- 
reau says that about 200,000 business- 
es failed to pay their staff’s personal 
income taxes last year, according to a 
Xinhua report. 

The bureau says that starting from 
this October, people with an annual sal- 
ary in excess of 100,000 yuan in more 
than 300,000 tax paying businesses will 
be monitored. In each district or coun- 
ty, the 100 wealthiest people will be 
listed as key persons to be monitored. 
Among them are many movie stars, 
sports stars, CEOs and private busi- 
ness owners. 

According to the State Taxation Bu- 
reau, the total sum of personal income 
tax neared 100 billion yuan, account- 
ing for 6.6 percent of China’s total tax- 
es last year. 


Liu Xiaoqing Profile 

Date of birth: October 31, 1951 
Birthplace: Peiling, Sichuan Province 
Major movies: Small FLower (/J\$s), Pow- 
er Behind the Throne (Hffi P/fiEjO, Li Lianying 
($ 31 ^), Town of Furong (HUfji) 

Major writings: My Road, My Eight Years 
1963 - Enters Sichuan Music College Af- 
fliated High School 

1970 - Joins Chengdu Army Performing 
Group. 

1973 - Wins minor role in the movie Great Wall of Zhen - HHfH). 



South China Sea Acting ca- 

reer takes off. 

1980 - Her role as Zhang Lan in 
the comedy Look at This Family (US 
— i^f) wins her the top award of Chi- 
nese actress - the Baihua Best Actress 
Award. 

1987 - Wins Gold Rooster Best Ac- 
tress Award. 

1988 - Wins Baihua Best Actress 
Awards for role in Town of Furong ( 


Cerebral Palsy 
Sufferer to Study 
in Norway 


By Li Jia/ Ivy Zhang 

A week after celebrat- 
ing his 17-year-old 
birthday, Rong Bo, 
who suffers from 
congenital cerebral palsy, 
started to study in Norway 
this week. 

He is studying at a school 
attached to the International 
Red Cross, under a program 
jointly initiated in 1998 by 
Norway Embassy and China 
Disabled Persons’ Federation. 
It enables one high school stu- 
dent aged from 17 to 19 every 
year to go to Norway to study 
for two years. 

Looking back at the exam- 
ination held this April, Rong 
Bo’s proud father Rong Xiao- 
bing told Beijing Youth Daily, 
“Rong Bo paid great atten- 
tion to the examination. When 
the day came, 
he put on a suit, 
a new shirt and 
got his leather 
shoes polished. 

When he came 
out after finish- 
ing the exam, 
he gave me a 
high five and 
seemed full of 
confidence.” 

Unlike many 
other students 
who partici- 
pated in the 
exam whose 
self-introduc- 
tion only re- 
ferred to which Rong Bo 
school or grade 
they studied at, 

Rong told his fa- 
ther later that 
he stated his 
ideals, abilities 
and personality, 
just as if he were 
delivering a 
speech. 

“In the end, 
he did succeed!” 
the proud father 
said. 

“We want him 
to live a 
normal life” 

“This is the 
result of his 
working hard 
through all 
these years. All 
the family, in- 
cluding his 
grandparents, 
treat him like a 
normal kid.” 

Rong Bo was born prema- 
turely and was diagnosed with 
congenital cerebral palsy, a 
condition that affects control 
of the muscles. 

“That is cruel,” said Hu 
Yingyuan, director of Conva- 
lescent Center for Chinese 
Children, “they know well 
what is happening to them.” 
Rong was the first child 
admitted to the center, said 
Hu. “He was only three years 
and 10 months old then. But 
he was very active and asked 
many questions. He was dif- 
ferent from other kids.” 

“I remember when he was 
a kid, he turned his body to 
practice more than a thou- 
sand times to write the num- 
ber “8.” He even got blisters 
on his hand...” 

In order to help Rong to 
live a normal life, his family 
took care of Rong physically, 
psychologically and education- 
ally. The father found a thera- 
py at the center named “ball 
shower” which allows children 
to creep in a big bathtub full 
of thousands of plastic balls. 

“We don’t have the facility 
at home. But the concept is to 
massage the kid, ” the father 
said, “So whenever we have 
time, we’ll take a plastic ball 
and roll it on his body.” 

When Rong reached school 
age, the father sent him to 


Sanlihe No. 3 Primary School. 
“We didn’t want him to learn 
a skill at a school for the 
disabled and then live a life 
repairing things as many dis- 
abled people do, “ the father 
said. “We want him to lead 
a better life than the normal 
people, a life full of hope.” 

“There may be a day” 

In order to restore the boy’s 
physical functions, the father 
took Rong to Hawaii for treat- 
ment in 1990. That is where 
Rong learnt to stand up and 
walk. 

In a composition titled 

‘There may be a day’, Rong 

writes: “When my father asked 
the doctor about whether my 
ability to move normally might 
be restored one day, he spread 
his hands and shrugged 

shoulders and 
said firmly that 
it is impossible 
in the twentieth 
century.” 

“I’ll never for- 
get that scene. 
On that day, I 
was sentenced 
to lose the right 
to play sports... 
To tell the truth, 
I have always 
been afraid of 
PE lessons. I 
feel inferior and 
upset when look- 
ing at my class- 
mates in the 
playground.” 

At the end of 
the essay, he 
writes about 
how he had a 
dream once in 
which he be- 
came healthy 
after an 

operation and 
played basket- 
ball during the 
PE class. “Ap- 
plauses erupted 
among my class- 
mates I laughed 
in my dream... 
Though it was a 
dream, it gave 
me hope. Maybe 
one day, medi- 
cine will be ad- 
vanced enough 
and disabled 
people like me 
can be trans- 
planted with all 
kinds of organs. 
I am looking for- 
ward to that day. ” 

A boy with wide inter- 
ests 

Rong has an excellent per- 
formance record at school and 
loves English, the stock mar- 
ket, computers and the NBA. 

His father said he took 
his son to Tian’anmen Square 
or the Forbidden City every 
weekend because there are 
many foreigners there. Rong 
can communicate with them 
in English and thus enhance 
his English level. 

“He took every chances to 
speak English,” his father 
said, “One day he talked with 
two Americans when we had 
lunch at a restaurant. He told 
them he went to Hawaii and 
appreciated the scenery on the 
beach. Another day, he talked 
with an Australian in the sub- 
way about the Sydney Olym- 
pics...” 

“Do you like the Brazilian 
football team or Argentina? 
Do you like soccer or basket- 
ball? Now I only analyze the 
stock market, I do not trade 
shares because I do not have 
time, ” Rong said. 

He said he does not care 
about what others say about 
him. “I admit I am proud 
but I have good reason to be 
proud.” 



Photo by Zhuang Jian 

Applauses erupted 
among my 
classmates I 
laughed in my 
dream... Thought it 
was a dream, it 
gave me hope. 


Maybe one day, 
medicine will be 
advanced enough 
and disabled 
people like me can 
be transplanted 
with all kinds of 
organs. I am 
looking forward to 
that day. 
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Not 
Your 
Everyday 
Barber 


Beijing hairdresser has an 
imperial legacy and an 
inspirational view on life 


“A good barber should also be a psychologist,” says Xiao Li. 


By Miao Yajie 

B aby-faced Jin Hengli and his 
wife Guan Baoxia have run a 
hair salon out of their family 
home on Houkeng hutong to the 
southwest of Jishuitan Bridge 
for eleven years. He cuts men’s hair, while 
she takes care of women customers and 
their store’s beauticians. Most of their cus- 
tomers know them as Xiao Li and Xiao Xia 
— few are aware that Xiao Li’s family name 
in their residence booklet is actually Aisin 
Gioro, a name from the nomadic Manchu- 
rian people that ruled China under the Qing 
Dynasty for 267 years starting in 1644. Xiao 
Li is a descendant of the line of Prince 
Cheng, seventh son of the Qing Emperor 
Qianlong, who is widely considered one of 
the greatest rulers in this country’s history. 

“A surname is just a surname. You have 
to live life trying to be happy and trying to 
make others happy as well,” says Xiao Li, 
his very round eyes betraying a grin behind 
his glass. 

Described by his wife Xiao Xia as full 
of new and sometimes weird ideas, Xiao 
Li started the interview with the following 
sentence: 

“Everybody should get sick once” 

“Why?” “Sickness is like a warning tell- 
ing people not to go to extremes. So, every- 
one should be struck by illness once in their 
lives, any kind will do.” 

This philosophy is based on the idea that 
most illness is due to excessive drinking 
and eating, not getting enough exercise and 
not showing restraint — in short, to greed. 
Xiao Li learned this lesson himself when he 
was diagnosed with type II diabetes. He was 
only 29 at the time. His doctor at Jishuitan 
Hospital told him that if he took good care 
of himself, it would not be a big problem, but 
that if he did not, he could well die within 
two years. 

“I was scared to death when I heard 
that,” says Xiao Li, “I didn’t have kids yet, 
but I had my parents and my wife, I had to 
take care of them.” 

At first, only one thought went through 
his head: “Why me?” 

The doctor who oversaw his treatment 
told him that people should not live for them- 
selves, but for others, for the people around 
them like their families, relatives, friends, ac- 
quaintances, and customers. Xiao Li thought 
long and hard about those words and con- 
cluded the doctor was absolutely right. “If I’m 
just living for myself and by myself, I’d be 
better off as a monk,” he decided. 

Xiao Li recalls that one night while play- 
ing billiards, a favorite pastime, he suddenly 
realized the room had become bright. He 
thought the light was coming from an ap- 
proaching car, but when he looked out the 
window, he saw the sun had already risen. 
At that moment, Xiao Li began a conscious 
mission to change from an overgrown boy 
who cared for nothing but fun and thought 
little of the troubles of others into a com- 
pletely opposite kind of person. 

He began taking medicine at home to 
control his disease and didn’t tell his par- 
ents about his affliction. He says, “Telling 
them would not have done any good, it 
would only have made them worry, and 
would not have helped me in any way.” 

Xiao Li took to pondering “serious “ sub- 
jects. His thoughts dwelled on such ideas 
as humans being as tiny creatures and the 
need to try one’s best in life. Parents bring 


children into the world with the intention 
that they be healthy and happy. No matter 
whether you are sad or joyful, you should 
try to push away sorrow and spread joy to 
others. “After I got sick, I was no longer 
afraid of difficulties. The bigger the obstacle, 
the more determined I get and the happier I 
am,” Xiao Li says. 

Now, five years later, with his diabetes well 
under control, Xiao Li believes he was wise in 
not telling his parents and has no regrets. 

Creating a realm of happiness is 
more important than a surname 

When Xiao Li is walking on the street, 
almost every one passing by turns around 
to check him out. From the back, he has a 
crew cut, but from the front, there is a lock 
of hair about seven inches long pinned to 
the right side of his forehead with a simple 
black hairpin. 

Once when Xiao Li and Xiao Xia got into 
a taxi, the driver kept looking at him in the 
rear-view mirror, finally blurting out, “Did 
the power go out when you were getting 
your hair cut, or what?” 

“A surname is 
just a surname. 
You have to live 
life trying to be 
happy and trying 
to make others 
happy as well.” 

— Jin Hengli, 
a direct 

descendant of the 
Qing Emporers 
who ruled China 
from 1644 to 1911 

The hairdo is actually a creation of Xiao 
Xia’s from eight years ago that is a deliber- 
ate combination of styles. The long front 
lock is parted on both sides and blow dried 
to give him a very unusual look: from the 
front, he looks to have a regular medium- 
length cut, while he has a buzz from the 
back. 

Xiao Li says he thinks the style is conve- 
nient, inventive and passionate, but he is 
tired of explaining the idea behind the com- 
bined style to other people. He wants his 
unconventional hair to be surprising and 
refreshing for others. “If they see me and 
laugh, that’s good. If they go home with a 
story of a bizarre hairdo, their families will 
enjoy it, which is better. 

“What is the most important thing in life 
anyway? To me, it’s to be happy, not only 
for yourself, but all for all the people around 
you, creating a sphere of happiness.” 

Xiao Li knew he was from the Aisin 
Gioro line since he was a child, but says it 
has made little difference in his life. That 
attitude probably passed down from his fa- 


ther, who joined the Communist Party when 
very young. In the 1980s, Feng Qili, a histo- 
rian who was compiling a genealogy of the 
Aisin Gioro family, came to the Xiao Li’s 
home, but his father refused to cooperate. A 
few years ago, Feng directly contacted Xiao 
Li, the only son in his family. If he has a son 
himself, his wife Xiao Xia and the baby will 
be included on the Aisin Gioro family tree. 

According to family tradition, the middle 
name of Xiao Li’s son should be Qi, making 
him Aisin Gioro Qi X, but Xiao Li’s mother 
has already chosen a name for her future 
grandson — Qihang, which means “set sail”. 
Outside of that his branch of the family tree, 
Xiao Li knows little about his family’s legacy, 
including how many brothers, sister and chil- 
dren Prince Cheng had, and where the other 
descendants of the family are now. Xiao Xia 
says she is aware of about 200 members of 
the Aisin Gioro clan living today, but adds 
there is little communication among them. 
The family’s genealogy can be found in the 
National Library, but Xiao Li is not terribly 
interested in looking it up. 

“If you say I’m totally unaware of my 
surname, it’s not like that, I just have 
no real feeling either way about it,” said 
Xiao Li. 

“My perfectionism and seriousness might 
come from my blood, but I have no desire 
to rule the country,” he jokes. “My only am- 
bition is to create a sphere of happiness 
around me and make everyone joyful.” 

A good barber should also be 
a psychologist 

Xiao Li’s profession gives him a perfect 
forum to practice his theories of happiness 
and his perfectionism. 

“To me, perfectionism means having the 
matching ideas with a customer about beau- 
ty. How beautiful that would be,” he says. 

To Xiao Li’s mind, different people have 
different characteristics, so if a barber can 
bring out the customer’s unique character, 
that can be called perfect service. 

Xiao Li said he completely agrees with 
his teacher’s contention that a good barber 
must also be half a psychologist. He believes 
a barber has to study customers, find out 
what they do, what the like, what kind of 
mood they are in, and then pick up the 
scissors. Doing so makes a hairdresser an 
artist, not just a craftsman. 

Sometimes people go for a hair cut when 
they are in a bad mood and need some kind 
of release. “Besides giving you a perfect hair 
style, a master barber should help you get 
your tension out, plant hope in your heart 
and make you self-confident,” says Xiao Li. 

“I strive to be that kind of barber.” 

Xiao Li and Xiao Xia said that the open- 
ing day of their first salon, May 19, 1991, 
feels like it was just yesterday. That day 
they worked from 8am to lam the next 
morning. They earned a total of 19.7 yuan, a 
big haul for Xiao Xia, whose salary at that 
time was under 40 yuan per month. They 
have since opened a new shop called the 
Abel Beauty Salon at Yonghe Jiayuan. 

The happy couple sometimes ask each 
other the question that if someday they are 
suddenly bankrupt, without a fen to their 
names, would they start all over again and 
work as hard as before? 

Their answer, of course, is yes, but, as 
Xiao Li adds, “with the sphere of happiness 
we have created, with so many good friends 
around us, do you really think that could 
happen?” 










Scenes from Xiao Li’s Life: 

© Taking a break to read 
Beijing Youth Daily in his hair 
salon 

© Feeding his goldfish 

© Playing pool, his favorite 
pastime 

@ Offering beauty and life ad- 
vice to a customer 

Photos by Zhuang Jian 
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The first clay models of Peking Opera 
make-up masks (lianpu) are said to have 
been made by an opera buff from the 
royal family during the reign of Emperor 
Guangxu of the late Qing Dynasty. 

After 1949, the Tang brothers were 
among the most celebrated mask makers. 
The elder brother, Tang Jingkun was 
named by Premier Zhou Enlai as one of the 
“ten best” folk artists. The younger one, 
Tang Jingyue, is now 73 years old 
and long ago quit guiding ap- 
prentices. 

The last of these, Tong Xi- 
ufen, now 46, still practices 
the traditional craft, and fol- 
lows strictly the rules of paint- 
ing. Clay, which requires firing 
in a kiln, has mostly been re- 
placed by plaster of Paris as 
the preferred medium. 


Peking Opera is these days something 
of a symbol of China to the rest of the 
world. An offshoot of this traditional art, 
masks of Peking Opera faces, which in 
the theatre are created by the actors them- 
selves applying thick paint directly onto 
their own skin, can be seen in almost ev- 
ery tourist shop. 

Due to the lack of brand awareness of 
most folk artists, and the lack of mar- 
ket supervision, inferior works 
made by amateurs congest the 
shelves of many stores. The 
great quantity of these infe- 
rior works has severely im- 
pacted on the prices of the 
superior pieces, leading to a 
decline in this folk craft. 

Traditional painted Lianpu 

Painted by Liu Zengfu 



Peking Opera 


Make-up Masks 

•MdaBrand 



By Miao Yajie 

I t was about ten years ago 
that Tong Xiufen first tried 
to teach her nine-year-old 
son Lin Hongkui to paint 
Peking Opera make-up 
masks. The attempt failed as the 
boy could not stand sitting still 
for more than ten minutes. 

A few years later, when Lin 
Hongkui was in his fifth year at 
primary school, he encountered 
the folk craft again in art class. 
He failed to pick up even the ba- 
sic skills, as his teacher did not 
know how to finish a mask. In 
fact the teacher finally came to 
Lin’s home to consult his mother. 

Later, when Lin was 14, he 
made up his mind to learn under 
the guidance of his mother, who 
had by then been making masks 
for more than 20 years. Tong 
made a draft for her son to start 
working on, and this time he per- 
severed. 

Lin’s mother, Tong Xiufen, a 
talented painter, started making 
Peking Opera masks in 1976. His 
father, Lin Song, took up the craft 
two years later. He is good at 
making the white face, the mold. 
The son can now paint small-sized 
masks, but says he “still can’t 
paint as vividly as my mother.” 
Trained under a good master 



Lin Hongkui plans to complete his 
mask-making apprenticeship with 
his mother, but will probably not 
make a career out of it. 

Photos by Miao Yajie 

with formal traditional exercises, 
the basic characteristic of Tong’s 
masks is the delicate painting. 
Make-up masks are based on Pe- 
king Opera, and from the very 
beginning, the rule was set to 
imitate exactly what was on the 
stage, no matter how big or small 
the mask was. There were many 
opera masters who design their 
make-up perfectly according to 
the roles, and left to the world 
numerous samples. 

Colors on the Peking Opera 
stage are of great significance. 


Each has its own meaning when 
applied to the face of the perform- 
er. One thing that bothers Tong 
Xiufen about most of the masks 
sold today is the misuse of colors. 

During her long “apprentice- 
ship” to the craft, while following 
exactly the original designs cre- 
ated by the masters, Tong grad- 
ually formed her own style. The 
headwear that adorns her masks 
is identical to that worn by per- 
formers on stage. Besides the tra- 
ditional hualian, or ‘colorful face’ 
masks, she is also one of the 
most accomplished makers of 
qingyi masks. Qingyi is one 
of the main sub-divisions of the 
dan, or female role in Peking 
Opera. “Sometimes it annoyed 
me so much seeing the inferior 
works. It really bothers me, but 
what can I do except teach my 
own son the correct way?” 

The Tong’s have made some- 
thing of a name for themselves in 
the trade. A dealer takes orders 
exclusively from them to export 
to Japan and Singapore. Every 
November, the family starts pre- 
paring for the Spring Festival or- 
der from the dealer. 

Lin Hongkui says they know 
the dealer sells the bigger masks, 
which he buys from them for 
about 150 yuan, for around 1,000 


yuan each in Singapore. “But they 
have to take risks during trans- 
portation, for the masks made of 
clay or plaster of Paris are frag- 
ile.” Their customers outside Chi- 
na do not even know the maker’s 
name, but the dealer would not 
buy cheaper masks from other 
workshops, because his custom- 
ers place more importance on 
craftsmanship than cost. 

As to whether he plans to car- 
ry on the family business, Lin 
Hongkui says he has not given 
the matter serious consideration 
yet, but could probably find a job 
that would earn him more money, 
though he will continue to learn 
from his mother until he finishes 
his apprenticeship. 

The lack of brand recognition 
for folk craftwork is an issue that 
has aroused much debate in recent 
years. A Beijing based Peking Opera 
website, www.dongdongqiang.com, 
approached the Tong’s about sell- 
ing their works under the brand 
“dongdongqiang.” Details of any 
possible cooperation are still un- 
der consideration, although the 
website manager, Hong Dou, has 
expressed the hope that it can ex- 
pand its range of products to in- 
clude headdresses and paper cuts 
of Peking Opera figures as a way 
to save the traditional folk art. 



Plate from the Longevity suit, on 
which Auspiciousness is modelled 


Auspiciousness 
to Call on 
the White House 

President Jiang to present 
Jingdezhen porcelain to 
US President and 
First Lady 

By Zhao Pu 

A set of porcelain tableware 
named “Auspiciousness” from 
Jingdezhen will be presented as 
a gift to US President George W. 
Bush, when President Jiang Ze- 
min visits the US this autumn. 

During their visit to China 
in February, President Bush and 
First Lady Laura Bush both ex- 
pressed fascination in a set of 
exquisite porcelain tableware dur- 
ing a banquet in Beijing, accord- 
ing to last Friday’s Beijing Youth 
Daily. On his return visit this au- 
tumn, President Jiang will take 
with him a set of the tableware as 
a present for the couple. 

The luxurious tableware suite, 
containing over 200 pieces, is de- 
signed and fired by Jingdezhen 
Porcelain. Their top-quality prod- 
ucts are used for state banquets 
at Zhongnanhai, seat of China’s 
central government. 

The design of “Auspicious- 
ness” is based on a set of an- 
tique porcelain tableware named 
“Longevity,” produced for the em- 
peror’s exclusive use in the For- 
bidden City during the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911), according 
to Wang Yao, general manager of 
Jingdezhen Porcelain. 

The set adopts new shapes 
and patterns, in accordance with 
contemporary dining customs. It 
uses five supplementary colors 
— gold, red, blue, green and light 
green — with gold as the main 
tone of the whole design. 

Jingdezhen in Jiangxi Prov- 
ince is known as the “porcelain 
capital” of China, and has a por- 
celain making history of 1,700 
years. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
M Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits”. 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

IJE«iJt^J*;6:00 - 8:30, 
30 71/^,400 %lf[ ,1000 7c/fg„ 
68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fan and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and set off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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Tian Zhuangzhuang (left) and Jiang Wen (right) 

Photo by Luker 

Why I Made 

Springtime in a Small Town 

Jiang Wen’s interview with 
Tian Zhuangzhuang 

Jiang Wen, the popular actor of Devil at 
the Doorstep and The Missing Gun fame, 
was so excited after watching Springtime in 
a Small Town , he decided to interview the 
director Tian Zhuangzhuang. Tian told him 
about why and how he filmed the movie. 

Jiang: After watching your Springtime in 
a Small Town , there has been a feeling of 
respect growing in my mind. I think it’s not 
a movie to please the audience. You used 
to say “I don’t want to surpass Fei Mu, direc- 
tor of the old version, and it’s impossible to 
surpass him”. Why did you say that? Why 
did you want to remake the film? 

Tian: Fei Mu’s Springtime in a Small 
Town has already reached a perfect degree. 
But I suddenly felt the impulse to reprise it 
in the lead up to the beginning of the new 
millennium. The whole world was worked 
up by the coming of a new century. “Isn’t 
the world the same?” I thought, “What’s 
the point to be so impetuous?” One day, I 
watched Fei Mu’s Springtime in a Small 
Town , and was especially touched by it. I 
couldn’t tell exactly where it touched me, 
but I knew I wanted to film it. 

But when I was doing the preparation, I 
was confused. Should I do it? I felt immense 
pressure. I thought for a long time and then 
realized that I was copying a masterpiece 
painting. No matter how well I do, it can’t be 
compared with the original one. I don’t see 
it as a matter of losing or winning; what I 
care about is whether I’m satisfied with it or 
not after it’s done. 

Jiang: In the movie, you use many long 
takes. Sometimes there is only one take for 
an entire scene. I think you are one of the 
few directors who emphasize continuity in 
terms of acting. 

Tian: I think the continuity may help the 
appreciation effect. During the shooting, the 
cast were not used to it at first. But then, we 
did a lot of preparation. 

Actors and actresses today know theo- 
retically how people in the 1940s looked and 
behaved, but they often made some give- 
away gestures. I often said to Hu Jingfan, 
who acted the role of Zhou Yuwen, “When 
you turn your head, you can’t turn your eyes 
first, then your head; neither should you 
turn your head first, then your eyes. You 
must turn them together.” If she could not 
turn her head like this, she would look too 
witty — out of character. She did not know 
this. “Go to practice alone,” I told her. 

Translated by Zhu Lin 


Love More Reserved 
Than 50 Years Ago 


By Zhu Lin 

D irectors of 
both versions 
of Springtime 
in a Small 
Town were 
able to touch 
the audiences of their times. 
Interestingly, the main roles 
in a new version of this classic 
love-triangle story are more 
reserved than their counter- 
parts of a half-century ago. 

In 1948, director Fei Mu 
(1915-1961) made a mile- 
stone in the history of Chi- 
nese cinema with Springtime 
in a Small Town. This year, 
Tian Zhuangzhuang, director 
of The Blue Kite , has direct- 
ed a remake of the movie, his 
first work after a nine-year 
hiatus. 

It is the uncertain love 
element of the story that 
attracted both directors to 
Springtime in a Small Town. 
The story takes place in a 
small town in southern China 
in the late 1940’s, at the end 
of the Anti- Japanese War. Dai 
Liyan, a sickly and pessimis- 
tic man lives a quiet, dull life 
with his wife Zhou Yuwen. 

One day Zhang Zhichen, a 
former classmate of Dai’s and 
Zhou’s former lover, shows 
up, and a subtle love triangle 
evolves. The Zhou Yuwen of 
the original version is more 
coquettish, and shows her 
longing for love more boldly 
than the men in the movie. 
In Tian Zhuangzhuang’s ver- 
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Poster for the original movie 

sion, she remains introverted, even 
at the most passionate moments. 

Yuwen’s off-screen voice narrates 
the original version, adding a ro- 
mantic veil to the story, and making 
it more subjective. When Yuwen is 
drunk, she reveals her true passion 
and confronts Zhichen directly. That 
scene was shot in Yuwen’s room in 
the original version. The war has 
just ended, there is a feeling of loss 
combined with hope in the air. 


In the new version, there 
is no narration. “I want the 
audience to observe the three 
characters more objectively,” 
said Tian. He considered it 
would be hard for Zhichen at 
that time to make a pass at 
Yuwen in her room, even if 
he was drunk. So he shot the 
scene at the doorway. 

Along the doorway, 
Zhichen makes three at- 
tempts to hold Yuwen. Yuwen 
resists. But when Zhichen 
gives up, and squats down on 
the floor, she twice tries to 
draw close to him. There are 
no dramatic close-ups, but 
the struggle in those actions 
conveys great power. 

In the end, Zhichen goes 
away. Yuwen and Liyan re- 
sume their quiet life. All the 
three choose to take a step 
back, and the small town re- 
turns to its quiet state, a 
typical conclusion to a con- 
flict between desire and et- 
iquette common in Chinese 
literature. 

“Emotion erupted from 
sentiments, reserved by et- 
iquette,” is how Fei Mu 
summed up the atmosphere 
of the original movie, setting 
a basis for the later version. 
Fei Mu knew, and Tian 
Zhuangzhuang certainly 
knows, how to reach the 
hearts of the audiences of 
their times, and the two mas- 
ters living in two centuries 
have their own distinctive 
ways of making the cut. 






Wu Jun as Dai Liyam Hu Jins fan as Zhou Yuwen and Xin Baiaing as Zhang Zhichen from the new movie 



Huang Yuxing’s Island in Winter 


Young Artists Pursue 
New Expressions 

By Zhang Huan 

T he love of life and the 
pursuit of new artistic 
expressions are the key 
elements reflected in the ex- 
hibition Fruits in Midsummer 
— Nine Young Artists’ Paint- 
ing on View, now on at Soka 
Art Center. 

The artists’ personalities have 
developed through years of ex- 
ploring and practice, free of tradi- 
tional restrictions. Among them, 
Wang Xiangming excels in ex- 
pressing big themes with small 
subjects. His approach exem- 
plifies the idea of “smallness 
means beauty” that is the pur- 
suit of post-modernism; Huang 
Yuxing is a sensitive and exqui- 
site young artist whose paintings 
of landscape are lyric and dream- 
like; Wang Zizhuang paints Chi- 
nese traditional furniture in the 
most modern way, making his 
works fresh and interesting and 
Li Linying’s expressions in her 
works are free and enthusiastic 
with a great vitality. 

As the artist Huang Yuxing 
says, “We need the voice that 
comes from ourselves,” the 
young artists are discarding tra- 
ditional concepts and working 
hard to find fresh expressions 
of themselves while at the same 
time establishing their own at- 
titude toward life. 

For Huang Yuxing, painting 
and traveling make up his life. 
The ideas and feelings he gets 
from his traveling directly in- 
fluence his life and his works. 

“My landscape painting con- 
tains the elements of youth. It is 
not the decaying literati paint- 
ing’, but something totally dif- 
ferent,” says Huang. 

For Li Linying, another self- 
taught artist, “There is too much 
hardship in life, and I don’t 
have the heart to paint it in 
my pictures. I choose to paint 
the beauty. The worse my mood 
is, the more beautiful my paint- 
ings are.” 

Where: Soka Art Center, 
north end of Xiushui (Silk Mar- 
ket) East Street, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict 

When: July 27 to August 18 
Open: 10 am - 9 pm Tuesday 
to Sunday (closed Monday) 

Tel: 6586 0344 


JIAYU HUA DECORATION CO. .LTD 
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To present the exquisite project to 
the customer with the agent of famous material 


tttt: it *18118061 

Add: Room 1806, 8/f, Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 

Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 

TEL: (010 ) 84552536 64678822-1861 
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Meiao Houskeeping 


8401 0926 


Advanced equipment 


Efficient service team 


8401 8543 
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ovide cleaning and maintenance service 
a graceful living and working space 
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E Zhang Ziyi a Vogue Classic 


WORLDWIDE 


By Zhang Ran 

Zhang Ziyi, star of The Road Home and Crouch- 
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon has been named one of 
Vogue’s “classic cover stars” for the magazine’s Chi- 
nese version. 

A recent ballot held by the fashion magazine 
named Tom Cruise, his ex-wife Nicole Kidman, 


Gwyneth Paltrow, Brad Pitt, George Clooney, Renee 
Zellweger as the most charming cover stars, along 
with Japanese cool man Takenouchi Yutakanouchi 
and Zhang Ziyi. 

Representatives from Vogue said, “Every Vogue 
cover star should possess the composition of salu- 
briousness and elegancy, like the scent of Chanel.” 


Musical Memorializes 
Pop Legend 

By Zhang Ran 

A new musical being staged 
in Hong Kong tells the story of 
the undisputed queen of popular 
music in China in the 1980s, the 
widely loved Deng Lijun, or Tere- 
sa Teng as she is known in Hong 
Kong. Forever Teresa Teng pre- 
miered on July 25 at the Hong 
Kong Academy For Performing 
Arts. 

“The experiences on her road 
to success, the love stories, are 
all completely true, as told by 
Deng’s family,” said director Xu 
Zhenghong. 

The heroine’s adult life is 
played by popular Hong Kong 
singer Cass Phang (Peng Ling), 
while Xiao Qiao and Li Xinjie re- 
spectively play the part of Deng 
as a child and an adolescent. 

Deng’s mother and brother 
were in the audience on opening 
night. 



Cass Phang plays the role of Deng Lijun 



Itzhak Perlman to Light Up 
Classical Music Stage 

By Zhu Lin cording to Newsweek, 

The most looked-for- “And you have Itzhak 
ward-to classical music Perlman.” Wherever he 
event in Beijing for the goes, he delights his 
next few months is It- fans, and China is no ex- 
zhak Perlman’s perfor- ception. 
mance on August 29 at Perlman will be joined 
the Great Hall of the by the China Philhar- 
People. monic Orchestra to per- 

“A concert violinist, form Beethoven’s violin 
Jascha Heifetz once concerto. The maestro 
said, must have ‘the will also hold a three- 
nerves of a bullfighter, week master class in 
the vitality of a woman Shanghai from August 
who runs a nightclub 8, in which a group of 
and the concentration of handicapped child vio- 
a Buddhist monk,”’ ac- linists will participate. 


Oliver Stone Visits China 

By Zhu Lin 

US film director Oliver Stone visited 
Beijing last Saturday for talks with man- 
ager of Beijing Film Studio and Century 
Hero Investment Films, Han Sanping. 

The director of Platoon , Born on the 
Fourth of July and Natural Born Killers is 
making preparations for a movie to be shot 
in Dunhuang, Gansu Province. “Since it’s 
not been decided yet, we can’t tell you the 
name of the film,” said Rao Xueqian, public 
relations manager of Century Hero Invest- 
ment Films. 

Stone left Beijing on Sunday for Thai- 
land. 

Zhang Yimou and Gong Li 
to Cooperate Again 

By Zhang Ran 

Gong Li and Zhang Yimou may cooper- 
ate once again for the movie The Empress , 
a project Zhang put on hold seven years 
ago. The news was announced by the au- 
thor of the book The Empress , Zhao Zi, at 
a press conference to launch her new book 
My Soul Is Not Dancing. 

“The movie was aborted because a TV 
version of The Empress was made. Zhang 
and Gong’s breakup in 1995 was also a fac- 
tor,” Zhao said. 

Zhao wrote The Empress at Zhang’s sug- 
gestion, and the filmmaker was immedi- 
ately impressed with the feminine angle of 
the story about the legendary empress. He 
said at the time that Gong Li was the only 
person who could play the part of the hero- 
ine. 

The story is about Empress Wu Zetian 
of the Tang Dynasty, the only empress in 
Chinese history. 



Brande Roderick (left) 

Playboy Bunnies Hop into 
Japan 

H ugh Hefner’s legendary 
Playmates have hopped 
across the Atlantic and 
into Tokyo to stake their claim in 
a country with one of the world’s 
most saturated — and kinky — 
sex industries. 

For one thing, Playboy’s new 
venture in the Japanese capital 
has more to do with clothes than 
sex — a spanking new 100 million 
yen ($852,600) fashion store in a 
trendy Tokyo spot was opened by 
Christie and two busty Playmates 
of the Year on Tuesday night. 

Most of the store is devoted 
to selling Playboy’s brand of cute, 
revealing clothes with the trade- 
mark rabbit’s head to a proven 
money-spinner — the young Jap- 
anese female. (Reuters) 



NamieAmuro and Masaharu Maruyama 

Japanese Pop Idol Namie 
Amuro Divorces 

H er fast-paced dance songs 
swept Japan and her sun- 
tan was imitated by tens 
of thousands of fans, but now top- 
selling pop idol Namie Amuro is 
following, not setting, a trend by 
getting divorced. 

Amuro, 24, and her 40-year- 
old singer-dancer husband Ma- 
saharu Maruyama have divorced 
after nearly five years of mar- 
riage that began with a lightning 
wedding, Japanese media report- 
ed on July 25. (Reuters) 
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Rob Lowe 

Rob Lowe Leaving 
West Wing 

A ctor Rob Lowe will be 
leaving NBC’s popular TV 
show The West Wing after 
the end of the coming season be- 
cause, a top trade magazine re- 
ports, he isn’t pleased with his 
salary. 

Daily Variety is reporting that 
Lowe was disenchanted over the 
unwillingness of producers to raise 
his $75,000-an-episode salary, even 
as they hiked co-star Martin 
Sheen’s pay to $300,000 an epi- 
sode. 

Lowe released a statement 
saying his role as Sam Seaborn, 
White House deputy communica- 
tions director, didn’t fit the show 
anymore. He did not refer to the 
salary issues raised in the Vari- 
ety report. 

Lowe, 38, has previously earned 
an Emmy nomination and two 
Golden Globe nominations for his 
role. (CNN) 

Vives Leads Latin Grammy 
Nominations 

C olombian folk singer Carlos 
Vives collected a leading six 
Latin Grammy nominations 
Wednesday, including album, re- 
cord and song of the year. 

Vives, who won a mainstream 
Grammy this year for best tradi- 
tional tropical Latin album, was 
recognized again by the separate 
Latin Recording Academy for his 
album and son gDejame Entrar, or 
Let Me In. 

He also had nominations for 
contemporary tropical album, trop- 
ical song and music video. Vives, a 
former television actor, performs in 
the style ofVallenato, the tradition- 
al music of Colombia’s northern 
plains, which is known for its sim- 
ple lyrics about village life. (AP) 

(Edited by Zhang Ran) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL:13910419797 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



IMWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sale; 


A 

CHINA LIFE TOWER 

: 

Enquiry hotline: 1 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat, 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 

and offering service around the day 

**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 

3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price :RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH H OTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004RR .China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or lax on 010-64380148 


itm-myEn 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 00/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby),^ Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management F ees : PalacelntemationahRMBSOO per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors,Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

StlAJI 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Nexlj 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY.KONE, E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 


fr.t2.fr fa 

f Or 

64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult afifairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages □ 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 










3EUING TODAY 


FOOD 


AUGUST 2, 2002 


13 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


Weapon-wielding Lady Carves Out 
Career in Catering Trade 


Si 


By Li Dan 

| he grasps the green knife like a 
v pencil in her right hand. In her 
’ left, she rotates the first chunk. 

Layer by layer, rose petals emerge out of 
watermelon. For fun, she carves a couple 
of leaves. 

It all takes less than five minutes. 

Gao Ning passes the test posed by 
Beijing Today. 

From the first sip of tea, Gao get 
straight to the point. “I do love the job from 
the bottom of my heart,” says the 32-year- 
old head chef of Trader’s Cafe. 

“People have always said to me a chef 
must be a man. I just wouldn’t accept that 
we women can’t do this work just as well.” 

From catering college, Gao at 19 began 
work in the cafe in the China World Trade 
Center when it opened in 1989. 

“My relatives were all against it 
because cooking was not seen as a career, 
especially for women,” says Gao. 

She did odds and ends in the kitchen, 
later was promoted to a forewoman. 

Her progress seemed unstoppable until 
in 1993, the Singaporean head chef 
Colin Phumboo recommended Gao to 
be his assistant chef. The then-manager 
of the catering department didn’t agree. She 
suggested a woman could not survive in the 
man’s world. 

Depressed, Gao decided to quit. She wanted 
out of the business altogether. But Phumboo 
promised to give her special training. 

After eight months’ hard training, Gao 
had accumulated the most advanced cooking 
techniques. 

“Women can have many advantages — 
sharp eyes and analytical abilities, 
conscientiousness, patience and kind hearts, 
plus plain hard work,” she says. ‘Who dares to 
say the best chef must always be a man?” 

Traders Cafe where Gao works mainly 
supplies Southeast Asian cuisine. The guests 
pay to be demanding about their food. For 
instance, Gao says if a dish made by a Chinese 
chef is brought to the table by a Singaporean 
head chef, the guests often conclude it is a fine 
dish. But if the head chef tells the same guests 
it is the work of Chinese staff, she says, they 
will sometimes even change their minds that 
very moment and say it’s a bad dish. 

To produce genuine Singaporean food, the 
hotel sent her to Singapore in 2000 for further 
training. 

When a Singaporean VIP guest wanted to 
raise an issue with Gao after the meal, she 
approached him fearing the worst. 

“Then he said, When my friends and I dine 
here next time, could you please prepare the 
same recipe for us?” 




“Who dares to say the 
best chef must always be a 
man?” — Gao Ning 

head chef, Trader’s Cafe 


Gao breaks out a broad smile. During the 
four-hour interview, Gao often smiles, even 
as she is busy talking to Beijing Today and 
organizing tasks for her staff. 

“This is my daily routine, supervising three 
meals a day. But being a head chef does not 
mean you are more free than before. You need 
to keep tasting the latest food, giving practical 
training, managing the chefs’ team, and a 
whole lot more.” 

The job consumes energy. Her mother Gao 
Chunyan often suggests she change to another 
job more suitable to women. 

“Only in this field can I make more 
achievements and enjoy myself,” she says. 
Husband Yang Changsheng works in the 
Luzhou Hotel in Chengdu. He ranks above her. 
Today, Gao is ranked a senior chef in both 
western and Chinese cuisine. 

Other hotels have invited her to join them 
and promised twice the pay. She refused. 

“I love the working atmosphere here very 
much, and money to me is not that important,” 


says Gao. 

Before the cafe’s opening banquet in 
1989, the staff spent a long day learning 
new skills from the Austrian head chef Horsp 
Berger. When preparations were finished at 
midnight, all the weary workers went home, 
except the head chef — and Gao. 

“Strong interest and curiosity kept me in 
the kitchen,” says Gao. 

“I kept learning and learning, and often I 
realize what I learnt back then benefits me so 
much today.” 

Today Gao is an easygoing, warmhearted 
and capable woman working in a 
predominantly male world. 

‘Yes, it’s really hard for a woman,” she says. 

“At least two things are required. One is to be 
super self-confident, that is, to prevent pressure 
seeping in from the outside world, and the 
other is to maintain a good physical 
condition.” 

Gao added in the end, “A By Wang Dandan 

chef needs to learn easily -|- n the days of Old 

to love the new and 
abandon the old. She 
has to keep studying 
daily recipes and 
change it 

seasonally. She has 
to learn to hate 
before guests 
hate.” 
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Tandoor Tempts Diners 
to Tastefut Journey 

By Li Dan 

O pened barely a month 
ago, this is the first 
Indian restaurant in 
Beijing where all the chefs 
and waiters are Indian. 

The Chinese classic Jour- 
ney to the West provides inspi- 
ration for the glorious interior of 
Tandoor Indian Restaurant. Expense 
has not been spared here. An eternity 
wheel at the restaurant entrance leads thought Chlcken curr y 
towards ancient Buddhist India. Bold colors along the wood- 
en floor indicate the pilgrims’ route over sea and land. Five 
Buddhist pavilions in different styles in the dining area re- 
veal varying cultures and customs on the way to the west. 

Words picked out from Buddhist scripture are tacked to 
the ceiling. As guests prepare to taste exotic Indian treats, 
they might not notice they are dining on two-wheeled chairs’ 
i experiencing a journey to the west on something like a per- 
sonal carriage. 

What Chinese cuisine has 
abandoned, Indian cuisine has 
adopted: the tandoor, an Indi- 
an oven, provides more than 
50 Indian styles of cuisine. 

“The Tandoor brand start- 
ed in Shanghai nine years ago 
and it also has a branch in 
Chengdu,” says assistant mar- 
keting manager Tao Ying. 

The porcelain dining ware, 

knives and forks and snow-white tablecloths all come with 
impeccable and courteous service. Recommended menu: Las- 
si (Indian sour milk), Kebab or Prawn Peshawari (shrimp), 
Murg Shorba Badami (chicken soup, cooked for nearly 8 
hours and processes 21 flavorings inside) and dessert Kesar 
Kulfi (Indian honey ice cream), Masala Tea. 

Where: first floor of Great Dragon Hotel, 2 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. Open: ll:30am-2pm, 5:30am-10:30 pm; 
Indian dance show, 6:30pm- 10pm. Price: business lunch at 
68 yuan/person, dinner, average 100 yuan/person. Tel- 6597 
2211,6597 2299 ext. 2112. 



Two-wheeled chairs 

Photo by Li Shuzhuan 
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Forbidden Wonders 
of Wheaten Food 


Ming Zhi Wei 
Teahouse 
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Genuine Tea Lover Opens 
Genuine Tiny Teahouse 

By Salinda 

I t’s comforting to find a more traditional retreat being re- 
vived alongside the hustling hutongs and bustling stores 
even as modern bars mushroom around Shicha Hai. 

Houhai teahouse owner Zhao Fuyun, from Anxi, was born in 
a family of tea. She takes extraordinary pride in her work. “My 
tea is from my tea garden. It is self-planted, self-produced, self- 
sold and self-used.” 

“My hometown in Fujian, as one of original sources of oolong 
tea, has maintained traditional technology to plant and make 
tea. So only the tea of the very best quality, which is rare and 
delicate — just about four jin (two kilos) — is to be sipped in my 
teahouse.” 

The rest of the regular tea is sold on to shops, she says. 

“I hope to provide a chance of sipping real oolong tea, especially 
Tie Guan Yin If),” She takes out a container and says, “Its 
shape looks likes the Goddess of Mercy, and its weight is like iron.” 
She steeps the pot and pours a cup. The fragrant aroma lin- 
gers throughout the interview. The golden water tastes mellow, 
worth a sip by the lake in summer. 

The 40-square-meter cottage has an air of antiquity. Parti- 
tions with bamboo curtains separate four sipping spaces. 

Antithetical couplets decorate the wall. A hazy scent slips 
out of a yellow hexagon lamp. Zhao has tables set outside. Zhao 
knows exactly what she is doing. 

“When guests sit at the doorway,” she says, “they can see 
the boats in the lake, the Yan Shan mountain range, passers-by 
coming and going, lights over here and there, accompanied by 
the musical sound of the boats.” 

Where: 6 Hou Hai Nan Yan, Xicheng District, turn north from 
Yinding Bridge (4lM?C#) and walk along the west bank of Houhai, 
look for three red lanterns with the three characters (Ming 

Zhi Wei). Open: 1pm- 12pm (Monday-Friday), 10am- 12pm (week- 
end). Tel: 6616 3075. 


By Jiang Zhong 

"t is said a Shanxi man will not marry a 
woman who cannot cook wheaten food. Few would 

„ applaud the chauvinism, but it does at least indicate the 

importance of wheaten food to the life of Shanxi people. 

Shanxi has been famous for its wheaten food some 2,000 years 
and today it’s difficult to reckon how many different kinds Shanxi 
people can make. 

During the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912), Shanxi wheaten food 
was included in the imperial menu of the Forbidden City. 

Cooks from Shanxi introduced new wheaten food to the imperial 
family every week. It was said the Empress Dowager Cixi loved 
wheaten food so much, she tried 500 kinds. 

In 1901, Cixi fled the Forbidden City from invading forces. 
Hungry en route she stopped at a small restaurant in Shanxi. 
Owner Xie Yutian offered Cixi San Dao Shou (-S#J-f), a steamed 
bun. Cixi wondered aloud why such a delicacy did not make it 
to her table before. 

Xie explained each Shanxi family has its own personal menu 
for wheaten food. 

Some Shanxi noodles have lately grown in popularity around 
the whole country. Among them, Dao Xiao Mian (77 M ® ) has 
become something of a household name. 

A cook stands with a lump of dough in his arms, then slices 
off slim pieces into a boiling pot. The slim pieces in the shape of 
willow leaves are sent to the pot directly by the cook’s knife. 

Dao xiao mian is also a neat test of a cook’s skills. 

Some Shanxi pastries share the same fame as its noodles. 
Shanxi restaurants in Beijing all offer a menu once confined to 
the Forbidden City. 

Note: traditional wheaten food of “Shanxi style prepared by Guest 
Chefs from Shanxi Hotel. Where: Jianguo Hotel. When: Aug 8-21. 


people looked forward to the 
debut of snacks that marked 
seasonal changes and festivals. One such 
treat is aiwowo (5 lSjS 0 a steamed rice 
cake with sweet filling. It used to only be 
sold from early spring until late summer 
or early autumn, but has become available 
year-round. 

The origins of aiwowo can be drawn back 
to a book named The Drinking Record, written 
by Liu Ruoyu, a Ming Dynasty official. The 
book depicts a cold cake made by stuffing ses- 
ame into sticky rice dough to form a wowo. 

The sticky rice was first soaked and soft- 
ened in water before being steamed 
to form an edible rice dough. After 
the dough cools, it is kneaded 
and diced, then pressed into 
round wrappers. The 



stuffed with 
Beijing, a filling of 
peach 
seeds, melon 
seeds, green- 
gage plums, cake 
and sugar. Today, it 
is mostly sweet red beans. 

In the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), steamed 
rice cakes with sweet fillings moved from the 
table of the emperor to those of regular peo- 
ple, as recorded in the classic ancient novel, 
the Jinpingmei (feMM). 

Since this sticky rice cake is made of pre- 
pared ingredients, it can be eaten directly 
without additional cooking. The cake is often 
to be seen sold by Muslims. 

Beijingers call this cake aiwowo because in 
Chinese “ai” means “to love”. 

The story goes that a former emperor loved 
to eat this kind of cake, and whenever he 
wrappers were wanted one, he told his servants, “I love to eat 
once wowo cake”. 

Hence the name. 
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Brewing by the Numbers 

By Lyc 
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Wheaten food show at Oriental Plaza 
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By Lydia 

lo satisfy the needs of 
many a Beijing man, there 
are four basic ingredients: 
water, hops, malt and yeast. 

All the time and tempera- 
ture controls here are based on 
a computer as Beijing Today 
witnesses beer-making process 
at the Paulaner Brewhouse in 
the Kempinski Hotel. 

The malt is made of either 
barley or wheat, milled to break 
the skin and mix ingredients. 

The four main steps go as fol- 
lows. The process lasts two hours. 

The staff mix grist and wa- 
ter into a huge kettle with 
different temperature controls 
between 50-100 Celsius. The fi- 
nal liquid is called a “mash”. 

Insoluble corn husks are sep- 
arated from the liquid. The liq- 
uid is then whisked around a 


giant mixing whirlpool and be- 
comes something called “wort”. 

Next the wort is boiled for 
70 minutes during which hops 
is added for bitterness. 

The wort is now pumped back 
into the whirlpool and separated 
from the hops. The bubbling wort 
is chilled from 95 to 9 Celsius. 
Then the wort is pumped into a 
fermenter where yeast is added. 

During the following six to sev- 
en days of fermentation, the yeast 
converts the malt sugar into alco- 
hol and carbon dioxide. The yeast 
activity also creates warmth. The 
solution is then chilled again to 
create a liquid called “green beer”. 

The green beer is pumped 
into storage tanks where it de- 
velops its peculiar aroma. Final- 
ly it passes into a glass and so on 
into the exposed belly of a capital 
city beer cognoscenti. 





14 


AUGUST 2, 2002 


^HOUSING^ 


Email: jianrong@ynet.com 


HU I NG TODAY 


EDITOR: JIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Leaving the Fragrant Hill Alone 


By Wang Dandan 

V illa developments in the 
Fragrant Hill (Xiang- 
shan) area have drawn a 
lot of attention from both poten- 
tial buyers and real estate in- 
dustry professionals, who have 
expressed concern about con- 
struction in this natural area. 

Many developers have even ap- 
pealed for villa construction to be 
limited and restricted to areas miles 
away from the Fragrant Hill. 

Real estate development in 
the Fragrant Hill area has been 
limited in past years in the in- 
terest of nature preservation, 
said Ke Huanzhang, general en- 
gineer of the Beijing City Plan- 
ning Committee. 

There are almost no build- 
ings in the area ready to be 
sold on the market. To protect 
Fragrant Hill’s natural resourc- 
es and splendor, buildings must 
be built far from the mountain 
itself and there should at least 
be farmland in between develop- 
ments and the area, he added. 

Only if construction is con- 
trolled can the most beautiful 



Over 800 people are vying to purchase one of the 128 houses in the Xiangshan Villas. 


real estate scenes be created, 
said Zhao Kang, general manag- 
er of Beijing City Construction 
and Development Group. 

The Fragrant Hill area is to- 


tally different from the Wangjing 
and Yayuncun areas, which have 
become concrete jungles. 

Han Xiuqi, deputy director of 
the Beijing Construction Design- 


ing Institute, said that the de- 
velopment of Fragrant Hill is a 
shame, as it is the only real for- 
ested, green area of its kind in 
the city. 


Plants Can Beautify and Purify 


Home 


By Stuart Brown 

People do not breathe as 
M well as they used to in this 
MSm country. According to some re- 
ports, 64,000 people die every 
year from pulmonary illness 
relating to air pollution. That 
is a huge number - more than the population 
of many small cities. 

And the problem is by no means limited 
to outdoor air pollution. Indoor air pollution 
can make people very ill as well. But the 
good news is that certain houseplants may 
have effective air cleansing abilities. 

Researcher Liu Xin, in his book, “How to 
Grow Fresh Air”, concludes that houseplants 
help enhance indoor air quality. Some of the 
most efficient air cleaning plants include va- 
rieties of palms, rubber plant, English ivy, fi- 
cus, Boston fern, and mums. 

Palms appear to be fairly effective at remov- 
ing many indoor air poisons. For example, the 
areca palm was highly rated for removing a 
wide variety of indoor toxins. The lady palm, 
dracaena, philodendron and parlor palm also 
scored highly in the multiple toxins category. 

Some plants have more specialized capa- 
bilities. For example, the bamboo palm can 
remove benzene and trichloroethylene, which 
are both dangerous solvents. 

Of course, you have a problem in any case 

“HOUSING” welcomes your feed- 
back: What kind of difficulties do you en- 
counter when looking for housing in Beijing? 
What kind of information do you need? With 
what can we help you? 

Our email: housing@ynet.com 
Tel:6590 2522 Fax: 6590 2525 


if you live in a house in which you are being 
forced to breathe such stuff. The peace lily 
seems to filter alcohol and acetone, making it a 
good friend to late night partygoers who tend to 
spill their nail polish remover (and drinks). 

Concerns over indoor air quality started 
to surface in the past 10 years or so. Before 
then, outdoor air pollution was the focus of 
most people’s attention. 



It is nice to know that something as attrac- 
tive and nice as a houseplant can be productive 
in the fight to keep our indoor air clean. 

Not only do plants filter out toxins and 
pollutants, they also replace these poisons 
with oxygen, which of course is something 
that we need to stay alive. 

Studies suggest that one houseplant per 
100 square meters of living area is enough 
to provide some level of protection. Certain 
plants appear to be able to filter out more 
poison than others, and tobacco smoke seems 
to be difficult for most plants to combat. 

Scientists are starting to understand that 
many of our breathing difficulties have as much 
to do with what we breathe inside our homes 
as what we breathe outside. While the govern- 
ment has regulated outdoor air pollution for 
around 25 years, it was not until recently that 
attention was given to indoor air quality. 


Thoughts for Prospective 
Home Owners 

By Michele Glair 

Just as summer temperatures heat up in sections of 
the country, home sales in pockets of the nation are siz- 
zling, too. That’s great news for sellers, but enough to 
make potential buyers’ stomachs churn as they watch 
prices mount on a monthly basis. 

So, for buyers, it’s more important than ever to be pre- 
pared and be ready to make an offer at a moment’s notice. 
What’s a buyer to do? For starters, you should: 

• Research and determine what you want beforehand 
- how many bedrooms, approximate square footage, pre- 
ferred neighborhoods, and how much you can afford to 
spend. 

• Make sure your credit report is accurate. There would 
be nothing worse than finding the perfect house and miss- 
ing your chance to make an offer because there’s an error 
in your credit history that places you in an unfavorable 
light with a lender. 

• Get pre-qualified for a mortgage before you begin 
looking at homes. Not only will this give you an exact 
price range for your purchase, but pre-qualification will 
add muscle to your offer. 

• Stay in close contact with your agent and clearly ex- 
press your needs. This is especially important if you’re in a 
market where inventory is low. You’ll want to be notified as 
soon as a home that fits your criteria goes on the market. 

• A good agent in a tight market stays on top of the 
listings on a daily basis and calls you the minute a good 
match shows up, especially in communities where homes 
are listed and pending sale in the same week, or even the 
same day. 

• Use the Internet to scout out new listings on the Met- 
ro Listing Service. 

• Keep in mind that there is no such thing as the “per- 
fect” home, especially if you’re in a market where prices 
have been consistently rising. Instead, set priorities. De- 
termine what you’re willing to sacrifice. 

• Bid competitively. Keep in mind you’ll likely be com- 
peting against other offers. That’s not the time to play 
games and see how low the seller will go. 

• Forget about making a contingent offer. When multiple 
offers are flying, a contingent offer - one that is based upon 
you selling your house first - will wind up in last place. 

• Sell your house first, have your down payment in 
hand, and be ready to rent or live with family or friends 
temporarily. 

• Get a professional inspection before you buy a home 
and sign the final mortgage loan papers. Otherwise you’ll be 
left in the dark about any hidden defects in the property. 

• Most importantly, if you’re determined that now is 
the time to buy, don’t be timid. You’ll need to be ready to 
act on a moment’s notice and present an attractive offer 
as soon as you see that close-to-perfect home that hits the 
market. 


Do I Have to Pay Property Management Fees before Moving in? 


Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


By Hydie 

The issue of when to pay property manage- 
ment fees is related to two points, delivery of 
property from developer to owner, and property 
management. 

From a legal standpoint, property delivery is 
determined by property right certificate regis- 
tration. However, because processing of these certificates 
can be delayed, apartment owners and developers take 
key delivery and moving in as a way to confirm property 
delivery. 

When a developer delivers property to an owner, the 
developer has to provide a “Property Quality Guarantee” 
and “Property Use Certificate”. A developer’s failure to 
produce either document means a property is not legally 
protected, and an owner can refuse to take delivery of 
such an apartment. 


A 

Legal Aid 


When property is delivered, the owner has to 
begin paying property management fees even if 
he/she does not immediately move in, as the prop- 
erty management company has already started 
its services, such as cleaning and security. 

Below are listed some major points owners should 
pay attention to during the delivery of property. 

Carefully check the apartment’s decorations and de- 
mand compensation for any that are sub-standard. Do 
not rush to sign the property delivery contract. Write 
down all problems with the apartment on a contract and 
require the developer to sign it to confirm its legality. 
It is important that everything should be solved before 
moving in, as the moment an owner signs a contract for 
property delivery, it means that he/she has accepted the 
apartment and is thereby not authorized to ask for com- 
pensation for any problems after moving in. 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 

TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 
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16th Floor Yue tan Tower No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 
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The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibi- 
tion, design & produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint 
venture and cooperation. 

Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies 
from design and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing 
promotion 

from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


i ^ 

HI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company i 

PRE -MEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
^ ★ Buying Representative 

I 

I Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

^ TEL: 88552081 

3 FAX:88552079 

| MOBILE: 13601226884 

1 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 




♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, chin 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
















iEUING TODAY 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


#INFOm 


AUGUST 2, 2002 


15 


EDITOR: JIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


[MfeDffiEDlB© 




/V 





Hero Chen Minghao 

Head Without Tail 

Directed by Meng Jinghui, star- 
ring Chen Minghao, Wu Yue, Liao Fan, 
Yang Ting, Hu Jingfan. A worker in 
toilet factory runs away from his wife 
with his lover, and causes a young man 
who has suffered a serious injury to be 
mistaken for himself The young man 
recovers but when he unexpectedly be- 
comes famous, the wife decides to go 
along with the charade, as it presents 
an opportunity to get rich. Where: 
People’s Art Theater, 22 Wangfujing 
Dajie. When: till August 18, 7:15 pm. 
Admission: 80-280 yuan. Tel: 6528 
7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. Tickets: 
www.piao.com.cn/english 



The cover of the drama’s introduction 

Fashionable Musical Dance 
Performance- Magnificent 
Tang Dynasty 

The Beijing premiere, this perfor- 
mance features many famous artists, 
such as Wei Minglun, Chen Weiya, 
Zhao Jiping, He Kaisi. Where: Poly 
Theater. When: August 11-13, 7:30 
pm. Admission: 100-800 yuan. Tel: 
6528 7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. 
Fortune or Misfortune 

The heroine comes into a fortune by 
chance, but doesn’t know how to han- 
dle it. She asks for her relatives’ opin- 
ions. Where: People’s Art Theater, 22 
Wangfujing Dajie. When: August 6-11, 
13-17. Admission: 80 yuan. Tel: 6528 
7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. Tickets: 
www.piao.com.cn/english. 
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The performance by Takarazuka Revue 

Japan’s Takarazuka Song & 
Dance Performance 

The Takarazuka Revue is a world- 
famous all female revue in Japan. The 
first performance of the Takarazuka 
was in 1914. The troupe is divided into 
separate groups called Flower, Moon, 
Snow, Star and Special Course. This 
time Star troupe will perform in Beijing 
with 50 selected actresses presenting 
six performances. Where: Centuiy The- 
ater. When: September 20-22, 7:30 pm. 
Tel: 6528 7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. 
Tickets: www.piao.com.cn/english. 

3Gm? 


Friday Cloudy to clear 
August 2 Max: 33C. Min: 23C. 


Saturday ^ 
August 3 ^ 

Clear to overcast, 
Max: 32C. Min: 24C. 


Sunday 
August 4 

Cloudy to overcast, 
showers 

Max:31C.Min: 22C. 


Monday 

August 5 

Cloudy to clear 
Max: 32C. Min: 2 1C. 


Tuesday ^ 

August 6 

Clear to overcast 
Max: 33C. Min:21C. 


Wednesday 
August 7 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 32C. Min: 22C. 


Thursday ^ 
August 8 

Cloudy to overcast, 
showers 

Max: 31C.Min: 23C. 


We are glad to receive your feed- 
back. We will print employment, lan- 
guage exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free to email 
us at bjtodayinfo @ 3met.c0m or call 
6590 2520. By Priscilla 


Music 


Opening Ceremony of the Music 
Season of the China 
Philharmonic Orchestra 

Harp: Zhang Xiaojie. Conductor: Yu 
Long. Where: Poly Theater. When: August 
27, 7:30 pm. Admission: 50-480 yuan. 
Tel: 6528 7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. 
Tickets: www.piao.com.cn/english. 
Asian Youth Orchestra Tour 
2002 

The 100 talented young men and 
women of the Asian Youth Orchestra 
represent the finest young musicians in 
Asia. Chosen through highly competi- 
tive auditions held throughout the re- 
gion, they are among the best of the best 
from China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, and 


EMs© 



Asian Youth Orchestra 





Beijing walls from Qianmen to Dongbianmen, 
1854, engraving 

Beijing at the Beginning of the 
20th Century 

Photos from the collection of Italian 
writer and historian Adriano Madaro. 
More than 200 photos of old Beijing from 
a collection of 7,000. The exhibition is in 
five parts: city and walls, parks and gar- 
dens, lives of Beijingers, suburban sights 
and life in the legation street. Huafang- 
zhai was built in 1757 by Emperor Qian- 
long. Today it is an art gallery, an ideal 
venue for such an exhibition. Where: 
Huafangzhai (Painted Boat Studio), in- 
side Beihai Park (north of the Beihai 
East Gate). When: from August 4, for 
one month. Tel: 8404 6088, 8404 6188. 
South China Flavors - Traditional 
Chinese Painting Exhibition 

Landscape artists Zhao Wuchao and 
Liu Maoshan both come from South Chi- 
na, and their paintings depict the beauty 
of Jiangnan. Liu’s paintings are more po- 
etic, simple but thoughtful. Zhao Wuchao’s 
works are a prose, natural and charming. 
Where: West Wing of Wan Fung Gallery. 
New Vision Series - People in Tibet. More 
than 30 oil paintings and 10 sculptures 
will be exhibited. Artist Han Xuejun has 
been traveling in Tibet searching for in- 
spiration. People living there and folk cus- 
toms deeply touched him. Where: East 
Wing of Wan Fung Gallery. When: Au- 
gust 6-30, 9 am - 5 pm. Admission: free. 
Tel: 6523 3320. 

Following the Feelings 

More than 70 works by 30 artists. 
Where: New Art Center, 136 Nanchizi 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. When: August 
5-25. Admission: free. Tel: 6528 9103 
Chinese Etchings Fine Works 
Exhibition 

Wood etchings by Song Yuanwen 




the Philippines. Where: Poly Theater, 
14 Dongzhimen Nandajie. When: Au- 
gust 16 and 17, 7:30 pm. Admission: 
80-280 yuan, 480 yuan VIP. Tel: 6528 
7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. Tickets: 
www.piao.com.cn/english. 



Snow Mountain Music Festival 

Snow Mountain Music Festival 

China’s first outdoor music festival will 
be held at the foot of Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain, Lijiang, in Yunnan Province. 
Dozens of local and international acts will 
perform, including Cui Jian, Zi Yue, Wang 
Lei, Secondhand Roses, Wild Kids, Birgit 
and Systex. When: August 17 and 18. 
Admission: 180 yuan (August 17), 150 
yuan (August 18), 280 yuan for two days. 
Tel: 6211 2143 (Liang Xiao). 


Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1-E, Huawei- 
li, Chaoyang District (north of Beijing 
Curio City). When: till August 7. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 8779 0461. 

Small Chinese Water & Ink 
Paintings 

Where: Melodic Art Gallery, 14 Jian- 
wai Dajie (opposite the Beijing Friendship 
Store). When: Till the end of August, 9 am 
- 5 pm. Admission: free. Tel: 6515 8123. 



Painting by Sun Huili 

Sun Huili August Exhibition 

Graduated from Central Academy of 
Fine Arts, Sun now is a post graduate 
student majoring in printmaking there. 
Where: New Millennium Art Gallery, Xin 
2, Diyang Tower, Dongsanhuan Beilu. 
When: August 3-17, 9 am - 7 pm. Open- 
ing reception: August 3, 3-7 pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 8453 6193. 



Activities 


Lecture with Slides - Travel on 
Foot at Three Gorges 

Lecture: Liu Shizhao, photographer, 
special photography consultant of China 
Tourism, member of China Photography 
Association. He photographed the Three 
Gorges ten years ago. Where: Xingshe- 
congcong Bar, opposite the National Li- 
brary, bus 320, 732 to Beitu. When: 
August 2, evening. Tel: 6846 3550. 

Visit Hutongs and Courtyard 
Houses 

A trip to some still well-preserved pri- 
vate courtyards, guided by a French lady 
who is a long-time resident of Beijing. 
Where: meet at the lobby of Palace Ho- 
tel (close to Wangfujing). When: August 
3, 5-7 pm. Fee: 20 yuan. Tel: 8851 4913. 
Visit a Beijing Zoo 

See how zookeepers help Pandas, ti- 
gers, hippos, and bears survive the swelter- 
ing summer. Where: Beijing Zoo. When: 
August 11, 9-11:30 am. Fee: 30 yuan, 
20 yuan for kids (including all tickets). 
Tel: fengcheng@chinesecultureclub.org or 
8851 4913 for reservation. 

YPHH 

Moet & Chandon Night. Four glass- 
es of champagne for 175 yuan. Where: 
Mirror Palace, East Garden, Great 


Wind - installation art by Hong Lei 


Chinese Skin Texture 

More than 30 new works from 2000 in- 
cluding photos, painting, video and instal- 
lations by Hong Lei. Where: Chinese Art 
Archives & Warehouse, east side of the 
Tiedaoqiao, Caochangdi Cun. When: Tue 
- Sun, 1-6 pm. Tel: 8456 5152. 


Sheraton Hotel. When: August 7, from 
6:30 pm. Reservation necessary. 

Walk and Talk Ming Qing Furniture 

Classification and character of Ming 
and Qing furniture. Specialist: Hu Desh- 
eng, Palace Museum researcher, specialist 
in Ming Qing furniture. When: August 3, 
2-4:30 pm. Everything about porcelain ap- 
praisal Qinghua (Blue & white) porcelain 
from official and civilian kilns. Specialist: 
Ye Peilan, Palace Museum researcher, 
Member of China Archeology Institute. Li 
will show ancient porcelain shards. Bring 
your own collections for tips on profes- 
sional appraisal. When: August 4, Sun- 
day, 2-4:30pm. Where: LuoyangRoom, 2F, 
Kempinski Hotel. Admission: 200 yuan 
(coffee break and snacks, English transla- 
tion included). Membership ticket offers 10 
percent or more discount. Tel: 84518767. 
Email: lhdbj@public.bta.net.cn. 


LanquaqelEl^hanael 






story about many young people Where: 
Space for Imagination Coffee House, 5 Xi- 
wangzhuang Xiaoqu, Haidian District (op- 
posite the east gate of Qinghua University). 
When: August 3, 7 pm. Admission: 5 yuan. 
Tel: 6279 1280. 


Spring in a Small Town 


Thursday Movies - Spring in a 
Small Town 

Directed by Tian Zhuangzhuang, star- 
ring Hu Jingfan, Xin Boqing and Wu Jun, 
2002. In a small town in southern China, 
a young couple lead a simple and quiet 
life. Things become complicated when the 
husband’s old classmate, who is also the 
wife’s former lover, comes back to the town. 
Where: Dongchuang Cinema, 3 Xinzhong 
Jie, Dongzhimenwai. When: August 8, 15, 
22, 29, 8:30 pm. Admission: 30 yuan. Tel: 
6415 7332, 6416 9253. 

Ualbero degli zoccoli (The Tree of 
Wooden Clogs) 

Directed by Ermanno Olmi, starring Lu- 
igi Omaghi, Francesca Moriggi, 1978. Ital- 
ian with English subtitles. Neither overly 
dispassionate in its framing nor too earnest 
in stoking emotional responses, The Tree of 
Wooden Clogs ’ strengths lie in its record of 
everyday existence in a now bygone era. 
Families squabble, children play, and indi- 
viduals connive to get ahead, but above all, 
all are aware of themselves as subjects of a 
God who brings them hardship and joy in 
equal measures. Where: Cultural Office of 
the Italian Embassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’eijie. 
When: August 8, 7 pm. Admission: free. 
Tel: 6532 2187. 

A Bright Summer Day 

Directed by Edward Yang, starring Zhang 
Zhen, Yang Jingyi, Wang Qizan, 1991. A 



A Bright Summer Day 

Korean Movies 

Christmas in August and Bichunmu. 
Directed by Heo JinHo, 97 minutes. Di- 
rected by Kim YoungJoon, starring Shin 
HyunJoon, Kim HeeSun, Jung JinYoung, 
Jang DongJik, 125 minutes. Where: Cul- 
tural and Press Dept of the Korean Em- 
bassy, 5F, Hyundai Millennium Tower, 38 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. When: 
August 2, 5 pm, Christmas in August; Au- 
gust 9, 5 pm, Bichunmu. Admission: free. 
Tel: 8453 8112/3/4. 



Bichunmu 


2002 China Beijing 
International City 
Sculpture Art 
Exhibition 

120 sculptures will 
be displayed in Beijing 
International Sculpure 
Garden. From July 27 to September 
7, artists are making artworks on the 
spot. Where: 2 Shijingshan Lu, West 
Chang’an Avenue, 12 kilometers west of 


Sports 


2002 Libaojian Cup Celebrity Golf 
Competition 

Sponsored by Shanghai Dazhengli 
Health Care Co. and Dongshi Culture 
Group. Many movie stars, celebrities and 
representatives of famous companies as 
well as sports stars will attend the open- 
ing ceremony. They will also take part in 
the competition, which aims at promot- 
ing the concept of healthy living. Where: 
Beijing International Golf Club, north of 
the Shisanling Reservoir. When: August 
4, 1 pm, other activities from 3 pm, eve- 
ning party from 6 pm. Tel: 6076 2288. 
Beijing Hash Events 

Hares: Glenda and Cathy 

“Splash” the swimming pool will be 
available after the hash. So better bring 
swimming suits. Food is provided by the 
Sino-Swiss Hotel. Where: meet at Mex- 
ican Wave at 3:30 pm, or Sino-Swiss at 
4 pm. When: August 4. Fee: 100 yuan. 
Email: RDRhead@uop.com (Rick). 

A Long Way to Walk and Catch the 
Train or Have a Swim 

Where: Miyun and Pinggu County, 
northeast of Beijing. When: August 4. 
Pick up: 8:30 am at the Lido, outside Star- 
bucks, 9 am at Capital Paradise (front 
gate). Email: bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk 
Football 

August 2, 8 pm and 9:45 pm, Arsenal 
vs Chelsea, Man United vs Tottenham; 
August 3, 8 pm and 9:45 pm, Juventus 
vs Roma, Barcelona vs Real Madrid; Au- 



Fable Series Scultpture by Zhang Dasheng 

Tian’anmen Square. When: till October 
18. Tel: 6868 5474. 


gust 4, 8 pm and 9:45 pm, Derby County 
vs Man United, Arsenal vs Tottenham. 
Where: The Club Football Center, Red 
House, Dongzhimenwai Dajie. When: Au- 
gust 2-4. Tel: 6417 0497. 

Li Ning Cup China International 
Gymnastics Matches 

China, Romania, Russia, US, France, 
Ukraine and other countries will take 
part. Many gymnastics stars will perform. 
Where: Capital Steel Basketball Center, 
east exit of Yangzhuang, Fushi Lu, Shijing- 
shan District. When: August 17-19. Ad- 
mission: 30-100 yuan, 800 yuan box ticket. 
Tel: 6528 7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. 
Tickets: www.piao.com.cn/english. 



Massage 


Aixin Massage Keep-fit Center 

1) Add: Room 202, Building 1, Fu- 
lihuayuan, 40 Maizidian Jie, Chaoyang 
District. Open: 11 am - 11 pm. Tel: 6502 
3633. 2) Add: 2A Baijiazhuang Lu, Cha- 
oyang District. Open: 11 am - 11 pm. 
Tel: 6595 0997. 

Heping Keep-fit Massage Center 

Add: 6 Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang Dis- 


Li Ning Cup Gymnastics Match 


trict. Open: noon-1 am. Tel: 6436 7370. 
150 yuan one hour for body massage and 
100 yuan for a foot massage. 200 yuan 
for both lasting two hours. 

Beijing Aibosen Blindman 
Massage 

Add: 11 Liufang Beili, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Open: 9 am - 3 am. Tel: 6465 2044. 
88 yuan for 50 minutes. 


I 


RsXsXi] 


A student majoring in French, able 
to communicate in French, English 
and Italian, wants to find a French 
(or English/Italian) native speaker, 
who wants to learn Chinese. Email: 
Maggie_g2 1 9@hotmail . com 


Promotion at China World Hotel 

His Party - Get satisfied with cocktail 
affairs. Where: Aria Bar, China World 
Hotel. When: August 24, 7:30-11:30 pm. 
Price: 100 yuan per person (two cocktails 
and light bite). Tel: 6505 2266 ext. 36. 

Delighted Course. Shot of plum wine, 
two appetizers, salmon sashimi, belly 
part of pork with special sauce, assort- 
ment of tempura or beef komi yaki, 
rice and noodle, dessert. Where: Nada- 


mann, China World Hotel. When: Au- 
gust. Price: 368 yuan per person. Tel: 
6505 2266 ext. 39. 

Season’s Garden Salads 

Seasonal garden greens such as the 
light, cool and full of flavor vegetarian 
garden salad with French berries and or- 
anges, salad of mango and papaya with 
grilled lobster. Where: French Bistro, 
Great Wall Sheraton Hotel. When: Au- 
gust. Tel: 6590 5566 ext 2119. 
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Leisurely Getawa\ 



Shake snapshot 


Photos by Du Jialin 


Bouncy Road to 
Boiled Mutton, 
Bird Watching 


Photo by Li Shuzhuan 


Park Preserves Popular Pastime 

By Jiao Pei 

I t’s said to be completely painless. When a katydid trills are 
too shrill, the owner drips a magic liquid on the stridulat- 
ing organs of the forewings of the male. 

The cinnabar-copper and rosin tonic has to hit the right 
spot to achieve the results. And pet lovers across China actu- 
ally pay for this service. 

The resonant results can be sampled at the Singing Insects 
Tea House in Yuyuantan Park, which opened on July 

12. Manager Dai Yunqing, 58, of Wuxi, Jiangsu Province has 
the scoop on a tradition that dates back to the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644). 

Poor people sometimes even supported themselves by rais- 
ing insects in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912), he says. 

“The lifespan of katydids is about half a year,” says Dai. 
“The price of a grasshopper depends on the different seasons. 
In winter, the price is high. Nowadays, at some morning mar- 
kets, the insect markets and Panjiayuan Market, katydids can 
be found sold at various prices. Most are cheap.” 

They usually come in a cage made of grass or calabash, he 
says. And katydids are the ultimate low-maintenance pets. A 
single soybean or a slice of cucumber will suffice for its daily 
nutritional needs. 

The outdoor teahouse sits in the long afternoon shadows 
near the south gate. Nearby, three wharfs offer various boat 
rides and there’s also a swimming pool. 

Tip : This is an ideal time to visit, as near the south gate of 
Yuyuantan Park is the Chinese Millennium Monument (iSffl 
S), hosting the current Daly exhibition. Admission : 50 yuan. 

Getting to Yuyuantan Park’. East Gate, bus 320, 114, 717 
to Yuyuantan; West Gate, bus 300 to Hangtianqiao (ffi^iff), 
bus 323, 374 to Fuchenglu (ip.j]KS§); South Gate: bus 1, 4 or 
subway to Junbo (the military museum). Open : 6am-9:30pm. 
Tel: 6851 4447 ext. 209. 
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Cixi liked Xiguanshi 


By Jiang Zhong 

Ihe Badaling 
Expressway has 
cut a swathe 
through the original 
charms of Shahe, but the 
ancient city remains well 
known to lovers of folk 
ballads and even drinking games. 

Gonghua (Ifif^) Temporary Palace, 
however, offer nothing but 
disappointment. The palaces of the 
emperors and empresses 
have disappeared. 

Military defenses have 
been transformed into 
civilian facilities. 

Complexes once used 
to station troops now act 
as shelters for chickens 
and pigeons. The former 
armory is now stuffed 
with motorcycles and old 
furniture. 

The city’s historic wall 
surrounds brand-new 
single-storey houses 
where men hold babies 
in their arms as women 
work the fields outside. 

Leave the wall behind 
and head north to the 
city’s reservoir-our 
second destination for this tour. Here 
locals scoop water moss with fishing nets 
to feed their pigs. 

Photographers pitch 
tents along the banks 
and snap wild ducks 
and herons normally too 
sensitive to pose for the 
camera. 

Tsinghua student Liu 
Wei has stayed here since 
the beginning of the 
summer holiday. His 
beard offers testament. 

“I haven’t shaved 

since early July,” says Liu. “I haven’t 
washed my face with soap because the 
fragrance can be detected too easily by the 
sensitive birds.” 

His lens came from 
his school’s optical lab. 

“I cannot afford an 
expensive lens from the 
shop’s shelves. So I made 
a lens with my 
classmates. It can zoom 
in on birds at quite a 
distance.” 

Hiking around the 
reservoir guarantees 
amazing photo 
opportunities. The 
reservoir ends at the 
junction with the 
highway branching off 
to the expressway. From 
there, one can see the 
more charming side of 
the ancient Gonghua 


From: 5hahe 

To: the Summer Palace 

(KTnll) 

Via: Jingmi Canal > 
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Gonghua Palace on the horizon 



Primary farming 


Palace. 

Ruins of the earthen 
walls prove the 
temporary palace once 
belonged to a more 
splendid city. Women rest 
in the shadows of the 
walls. Beside them, 
tombs of the villagers’ ancestors are 
covered with wild flowers. 

Take the highway again and drive 
north to the Jingmi Canal. Following the 
water’s course from the 
Miyun Reservoir to the 
capital. 

A new road has been 
laid alongside the canal. 
But the muddy old road 
is also preserved on 
the other side. Take the 
road, most traveled. 

Aspens line both 
sides of the old road. 
Rural scenery 
sometimes pokes from 
behind the curtain of 
tall trees on both sides. 
Fifty minutes’ drive on 
the muddy road 
following the magpies 
leads to the Muslim 
village of Xiguanshi (gg 
SI rfr). 

Villagers here retain their Muslim 
lifestyle. A placard adorned with intricate 
patterns hangs over the 
door of each family with 
the Muslim characters 
“Allah is Always With 
You.” 

Xiguanshi was once 
one of Empress Dowager 
Cixi’s favorite summer 
resorts. She loved the 
scenery and ordered 
architects to build 
Ruyizhuang ($P®i± 
Village of Blessing) of 
the Summer Palace in the style of 
Xiguanshi residences. 

Li Jiyan, 56, is on his way to visit the 
imams. 

“I send goats to the 
ahung (Pql =0 imam). Only 
mutton processed by the 
ahung can be placed 
on the villagers’ dining 
table. Mutton processed 
by the ahung tastes 
smooth and good.” 

Beside the village, the 
capital’s largest instant- 
boiled mutton restaurant 
serves Muslim dishes. 
Yangfang (ffiffr) 
Shuanrou (instant-boiled 
mutton) branch 
restaurants are 
scattered across the 
capital city, but 
Xiguanshi has the head 
office. On top of the 


Changping District 



Taekwondo 

A-go-go 



dishes, they also offer dancing and 
singing. 

After a Muslim meal at the restaurant, 
drive along the canal into Haidian 
District. Women from outside the 
provinces sell lotus flower and seedpods by 
the road through Niegezhuang (S#J±). 

The lotus ponds behind them are worth 
a visit. Such lotus ponds are also to be 
found in the final stage of the journey 
at the Summer Palace. If the crowds of 
the imperial park do not compromise your 
interest, a leisurely stroll will supply an 
excellent footnote to this long jeep journey. 

Tips: Because of the muddy track, this 
journey suits jeep enthusiasts. There is no 
swimming and fishing at the canal. 


By Jiang Zhong 

T o celebrate the 10th an- 
niversary of diplomatic 
relations between South 
Korea and the People’s Re- 
public of China, there will be 
two taekwondo performances 
in Beijing: 

When : August 6-7 Where : Di- 
tan Gymnasium (iftSf+ff tl) 
Schedule : Rehearsal in the 
morning, performance at 2pm. 
To buy tickets, contact Xu Fang 
at 6618 6132 

For those wanting to explore 
taekwondo a little further in 
Beijing, there are gymnasiums and 
clubs scattered across the city: 
AoBo (Jttl) Taekwondo Club 
Address : 1, Anding Road (S 
*E®), Andingmenwai 
Chaoyang District 
Tel: 6491 0232 

J&F (^t^ 5SD Taekwondo Club 


Address : 20, Shouti Nanlu (U 
frSSS), Haidian District 
Tel: 8835 4042, 8835 5221 
Address’. Sigma (^§1^) Build- 
ing, 49, Zhichunlu (£□#£§), 
Haidian District 
Tel: 8809 6705 

Hongcheng (}i|f§) Sports Cul- 
tural Exchange Center 

Address: first floor of Xin- 
jiekou (KfQjn) Cinema, 69, Xi- 
zhimennei Dajie (MlLni^^itj), 
Xicheng District 
Tel: 6225 6721 

YMCA (Young Men’s Christian 
Association) 

Address: ninth floor of YMCA 
Building, 3, Dongdan Beidajie 
(^^jbMfi), Dongcheng Dis- 
trict Tel: 6528 7720 
Kangjin (Jj#) Fitness Club 
Address: 68, Nanxiaojie (S/J\ 
^tj), Xizhimen ffllH), Xicheng 
District Tel: 6613 2828 


Lake Tempts All Sorts 

By Jiang Zhong/ Yang Yang 

O rnithologists, campers, hikers, botanists, swim- 
mers, sailors, fishermen, loners and nomads 
come here. 

In ancient times, it was known as the “Western 
Sea”, and in Tibetan it is known as “Koko Nor” 




Satellite shot 


Bird Island 


(Blue Lake). China’s larg- 
est salt-water lake will 
host the weeklong Tour of 
Qinghai Lake Cycle Race 
which opens July 27. 

Perched 3,200 meters 
above sea level and 
sandwiched between the 
Hainan and Haibei Ti- 
betan Autonomous Pre- 
fectures, this huge 
expanse of deep, salty 
liquid is literally “Blue 
Sea Lake” in Chinese. 

The beauty here lies in its salty vastness and the 
remote peace that it instills. The colors that can be 
found around the lake are of purity and contrasts, 
from the deep yellows of oil seed rape against the cold 
blues of the lake to the dark greens of distant moun- 
tains against the fluffy white of bilious clouds. 

Highlights include Bird Island, a peninsular in the 
westernmost part of the lake and the most impressive 
sight, especially in season. The cuisine at the lake is 
also of interest, composed of variations on a fish theme. 
Especially notable is the naked carp, whose tender flesh 
is served in most local restaurants and hostels. 




